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Fiscal year 2006 timelines established

Kentucky Adult Education has established the following timeline for:

· 2005-06 grant continuation 

· RFP process for one county whose fiscal agent has asked not to have its contract renewed

· English Literacy/Civics RFP

The timeline is subject to change due to federal or state legislative actions.  Adult education providers will be notified if there are changes.

	March 7-13
	Advertise Muhlenberg County RFP

Notify eligible providers of EL/Civics RFP



	March 15
	Post RFP for Muhlenberg County

Post RFP for EL/Civics



	March 21
	CPE meeting

· Agenda item: enrollment goal for 2005-06



	April 1
	State Plan revisions with 2005-06 performance measures due to the federal Office of Vocational and Adult Education



	April 8
	Grant continuation forms posted on Web site



	April 18
	Muhlenberg and EL/Civics proposals due



	May 6
	Continuation forms and proposals due to KYAE




Monthly invoicing

Program directors should ensure that monthly invoicing is up to date.  Providers are reimbursed for reasonable, allowable and actual costs incurred if costs are specified in the contract.  Invoices should be submitted to KYAE monthly and are due on the 10th of each month.

If you have questions about your budget or invoicing, contact Terry Pruitt at (502) 573-1555, ext. 247, or Terry.Pruitt@ky.gov or Faith Cirre at (502) 573-1555, ext. 312, or Faith.Cirre@ky.gov.

As announced in the January News to Use, Tim Bennett transferred to the Revenue Cabinet.  Until further notice, all invoices should be sent to Faith at the e-mail address above.

Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship

GED graduates may be eligible for a Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship, which provides up to $1,500 for a total of four years.  

Full eligibility and application information is available at www.kheaa.com/prog_byrd.html.  Although the deadline for applying is June 30, 2005, KHEAA has indicated that awards are made on a first-come, first-served basis; therefore, the sooner students apply, the better their chances.
To qualify for the Byrd Scholarship, GED graduates must have a minimum composite score of 2700 and be recommended by an adult education provider.  Kentucky had only five GED Byrd Scholarship recipients last year.  There are many deserving GED graduates – please contact former students who may be interested.

Regional meetings in May

Mark your calendars for KYAE regional meetings:  May 17, Thomas and King Leadership and Conference Center at Georgetown College, Georgetown; and May 19, Owensboro Community and Technical College Southeast Campus, Owensboro.  Watch News to Use and e-mail for further information.

National Conference on Family Literacy

KYAE has agreed to pay the $395 early registration conference fee (this does not include special sessions) for one KYAE-funded family literacy program staff from each county to attend the National Conference on Family Literacy, sponsored by the National Center for Family Literacy, in Louisville, April 25-27.  Submit the name of the individual to attend the conference and the county name to Melissa.Wireman@ky.gov by February 28.  

Programs sending additional staff members will pay for those individuals’ registration from the program's PD allocation.  Professional development allocations may be used for travel, hotel accommodations and any meals not covered during the conference in compliance with state regulations and policies.

As you complete the conference registration at www.famlit.org/Conference/index.cfm, check the box indicating, "My registration is funded by Kentucky Adult Education (KYAE)," under Method of Payment at the bottom of the Conference Registration page.  Members of the Family Literacy Alliance should indicate the appropriate conference fee amount ($360).  Each individual for whom KYAE is paying the $395 registration fee will receive a free annual Family Literacy Alliance membership.

Annual adult education conference dates set

Mark your calendar for this year’s Kentucky Adult Education conference for all adult educators – the dates are September 19-21, 2005, at the Marriott Louisville Downtown.  The conference is co-sponsored by the Kentucky Association for Adult and Continuing Education and the Kentucky Institute for Family Literacy.

For the first time ever, the annual KYAE conference will be held in conjunction with the Council on Postsecondary Education Governor’s Trusteeship Conference, which is September 18 and 19 at the same property.  There will be a joint luncheon for conference attendees.

A call for presenters will be issued soon.  Watch your e-mail and KYAE’s Web site at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ for the latest updates.

New KYAE staff member

Erika Larson has joined the KYAE staff as the distance learning coordinator.  She earned a master’s degree in educational psychology/instructional design from Michigan State University.  She has experience in training, tutoring, curriculum design, Web development, project management and technical writing.

Erika is the primary resource for PLATO, WIN, LiteracyLink, WorkKeys and Read on the Web. Contact her with questions about online training, scheduling training onsite and general product support.   She can be reached at (502) 573-5114, ext. 104, or Erika.Larson@ky.gov.

Black History Month resources

February is Black History Month and Tonya Crum of KET has provided a link to resources for classroom materials.  Check out http://litlink.ket.org/am_authors.aspl to find works by or about some of America’s top writers.  

Helping parents help kids

The following article is reprinted from December 15, 2004, issue of The Achiever, a publication of the U.S. Department of Education.  The Achiever is available at http://www.ed.gov/news/newsletters/achiever/index.html.

Parents can help children develop confidence in their math abilities by helping them to understand the following concepts:

1. Problems can be solved in different ways.  Learning math is more than finding the correct answer; it’s also a process of solving problems and applying what you’ve learned to new problems.

2. Wrong answers can sometimes be useful.  Ask your child to explain how she solved a math problem.  Her explanation might help you to discover if she needs help with addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, or with the concepts involved in solving the problem.

3. Don’t be afraid to take risks.  Give your child time to explore different approaches to solving a difficult problem.  As he works, encourage him to talk about what he is thinking.  This will help him to strengthen math skills and to become an independent thinker and problem solver.

4. Being able to do mental math is important.  Doing math “in your head” (mental math) is a valuable skill that comes in handy as we make quick calculations of costs in stores, restaurants or gas stations.  Let your child know that by using mental math, her math skills will become stronger.

5. It’s sometimes OK to use a calculator to solve mathematics problems.  Let you child know that to use calculators correctly and efficiently, she will need a strong grounding in math operations; otherwise, how will she know whether the answer she sees displayed is reasonable?

Source: U.S. Department of Education, The Achiever, January 2005.  Adapted from Helping Your Child Learn Mathematics, U.S. Department of Education, 2004.

GED notes

GED mailing

KYAE has identified test takers who completed all or parts of the GED tests within the past two years, but for some reason did not take the final step to earn a GED.  A flyer, available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED%20info/GED_flyer_1_05.doc, will be mailed to them in the near future to encourage GED completion.  

Demographic form

When completing the GED demographic form, make sure students are entering the six-digit instructional program code number (99+4-digit provider code).  This allows data analysis for the purpose of improving instruction.

Encourage students to use a permanent address on their demographic form.  This assures delivery of results when the student is transient.  

Eligibility regulation

The current eligibility regulation is still in effect.  A student must be at least 17 years of age, not enrolled in secondary school, out of school for one year, or last class graduated to be eligible to take the GED.  The KYAE-6 form (old DAEL-6 form) is still in effect.  The form is available at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/> on the “Forms” page.

Student benefits from The Student Loan People
The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA) has released an overview of benefits it offers to postsecondary students.  Of particular interest are the “Best in Class” and “Best in Care” loan programs for students entering teaching and nursing professions.   You can read the report at http://adulted.state.ky.us/Borrower_Benefits.pdf.  More information is available at www.kheaa.org/.

Resources for low-income adults in postsecondary
A new Web site sponsored by the American Council on Education (ACE) and the Lumina Foundation offers a report and a searchable database on resources and programs for low-income adult college students. The Web site is part of the Improving Lives: Ensuring the Academic Success of Low-Income Adults initiative, which seeks to highlight the importance of these students, identify the challenges and successful strategies in educating them, and encourage institutional and policy leaders to improve the academic success of low-income adults.   Reports, resources, and activities include: 

· A report, Low-Income Adults in Profile: Improving Lives Through Higher Education, provides background characteristics, academic profiles and special challenges faced by low-income adult students, contrasting their situations with those of traditional students and other adults. The report features an essay on the economic and social imperative for investing in the education of low-income adults. 

· An online resource of federal and state programs for low-income adults, searchable by 11 program types (e.g., financial aid, workforce investment, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) and by federal or state jurisdiction. ACE conducted a national audit of state and federal programs that assist low-income adults in their pursuit of education beyond high school. Entries for the more than 400 programs include program name, type, purpose, eligibility criteria/restrictions, amount of aid, number of individuals assisted and contact information. 

· Exemplar State Programs provides a description of four TANF programs (CA, HI, IA, and KY), two workforce investment programs (ME and WA), and three programs listed under financial aid (a Part-Time Grant program in IN, childcare in MN, and workforce improvement grant in AK). 

· Exemplar Federal Programs outlines seven programs in the areas of financial aid and tax incentives, childcare and student support services.

Source: OVAE Review, January 31, 2005.

Trigg County director honored
The Trigg County Board of Education named Terry Lee McNichols as Educator of the Year.  The Cadiz/Trigg County Chamber of Commerce presented the award at the November 2004 Board of Education meeting.

Terry has been the Trigg County Adult Education director for several years.  This program is one of 40 adult education programs that have received performance incentives for the past four years.

Source: In KAACE, Winter 2005

Spotlight on LINCS
Don’t forget to regularly visit LINCS, www.nifl.gov/lincs, the “literacy community's gateway to the world of adult education and literacy resources on the Internet.”  
One of LINCS’ regular features is HOT Sites, which highlights and promotes the "best" Web-based resources in and for the adult education community.  Recently, HOT Sites featured, among others, an online magazine and health literacy resources for ESL students, a site with historical documents from 1776 to 1965 and a free online reading and writing curriculum.

Media campaign focuses on family literacy and GED

The National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL) and the Ad Council have created a three-year public service announcement (PSA) campaign to promote family literacy and GED. The campaign includes television, radio, print and Web-based media. 

The ads feature NCFL's toll-free Family Literacy InfoLine: 1-877-FAMLIT-1. When someone responds to one of NCFL’s TV, radio or newspaper ads, a live operator provides specific information regarding family literacy services for any area in the country.  Interested parties can also access NCFL’s Family Literacy Program Directory and other information by logging onto www.famlit.org
Encouraging local media to run these PSAs frequently will help spread the word about family literacy and GED tests.  For useful tip packets that include detailed information on how best to encourage local media to run these advertisements, e-mail Ginger Wilding or call (502) 584-1133 x147.

To view and listen to the PSAs that help promote GED tests, please visit the Ad Council’s website http://www.adcouncil.org/campaigns/fam_lit/.

Source: GED News and Notes, January 2005.

Community profiles available

As reported in the May 2004 issue of News to Use, the Jefferson County Public Schools Adult and Continuing Education program was chosen by the U. S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, as one of 12 promising community partnerships from around the country that support adult education.

Profiles of the 12 communities are now available at www.c-pal.net.

PD update

Out-of-state conferences

KYAE has had several requests from providers to use PD funds to attend the COABE conference in May.  If all adult education staff members in a county have met their current-year PD requirements and the program has unspent PD funds, programs may use these funds to attend COABE or any of the conferences listed on page 58 of the PD Handbook.  

ESL

Maurice White of the Adult Education Academy for Professional Development wants to remind adult educators that they are required to take an online course, ESL 200: Orientation to Adult ESOL for New Instructors, prior to attending the face-to-face ESL Orientation training.  Questions can be directed to Maurice at (606) 783-9303 or ma.white@morehead-st.edu.

Family literacy

During family literacy regional meetings in August 2004, Barbara Singleton of the Kentucky Department of Education introduced the Division of Early Childhood Development’s “Continuous Assessment Guide” in her presentation on Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards.  The division and its KIDS NOW partners have scheduled training on how to best use the guide.  Information on training sessions in February, March and April is available at http://www.ihdi.uky.edu/tipp/Assessment.asp.

Other family literacy-related training scheduled by KDE is available at

http://www.education.ky.gov.  To find the training schedule, follow this path: 

1.  Instructional Resources

2. Preschool (left column)

3. Professional Development for Preschool

4. Early Childhood Professional Development Calendar 

KYAE is sponsoring "Collaborating for Component Integration," a six-hour training that will be offered for the last time on February 25 in Paducah. Go to www.famlit.org/kifl to download the registration form.
 

A four-hour "Lesson Planning in Family Literacy" training is scheduled for March 11 in Louisville, March 18 in London and March 25 in Gilbertsville. Each KYAE program attending will be able to order a Literacy Kit with materials, supplies and books – the cost is underwritten by KYAE. These are wonderful resources for your program.  Go to www.famlit.org/kifl for the registration form.
 

KET

KET will present another round of “Introductory LiteracyLink Online Management System Workshops” this spring.  The workshop includes an overview of distance learning basics, LiteracyLink materials and hands-on practice in how to use the LiteracyLink effectively with students.  These workshops offer six hours of PD credit.  Register online at http://adulted.state.ky.us/.  Complete the online form, and then fax it to Leah Disponett at (502) 573-5436, or e-mail it to Leah at Leah.Disponett@ky.gov.  The dates and locations are February 18 in Madisonville and March 1 in Hazard.

Find out about Pre-GED Connection and other KET workshops by clicking on the following link: http://adulted.state.ky.us/KETPreGED.pdf.

Instruction and curriculum
“Orientation to Instruction and Curriculum” is scheduled for March 9 and 10 in Elizabethtown.  For details, see the online PD calendar.
CAAL series completed

With the release of two papers in December 2004, the Council for the Advancement of Adult Literacy (CAAL) has completed its series that examines the tie between adult education and two-year colleges.  Kentucky Adult Education’s relationship with the Kentucky Community and Technical College System was the focus of the series’ fourth installment in May 2004.  The papers are available at http://www.caalusa.org/.

Valuable links

Health literacy

If you’re looking for a health literacy curriculum, check out the following link developed by Massachusetts – http://www.doe.mass.edu/acls/frameworks/health.pdf.  

Family literacy resource
Reading Rockets is a newsletter with a treasure chest of family literacy information and resources.  Check out the Web site and sign up for the electronic newsletter at www.readingrockets.org.

Wiki – a new Web tool

Learn about the Adult Literacy Education “Wiki” at http://wiki.literacytent.org/index.php/Main_Page.  According to the site, “wiki” is Hawaiian for “quick.”  At a wiki site, users can immediately and easily add to or change text.

Frequently asked questions

Q:  Can I accept a student’s TABE score from a local computer lab?  Can assessment scores be accepted from other KYAE providers?

A:  To properly document eligibility and ensure placement in the proper NRS level, assessment scores may be accepted only from a KYAE-contracted program or partner.

Q:  How important is the information on the GED demographic form?  

A:  This is very useful and important information.  Data gleaned from the demographic form provide information about students and allow KYAE to organize data by county and test center, focus marketing efforts and target instructional services.  KYAE recently changed some fields on the demographic form to collect more useful data and eliminated two questions.  Please encourage students to complete all requested information.   Questions about the form can be directed to Dr. B.J. Helton at (502) 573-5114, ext. 102, or BJ.Helton@ky.gov.










