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Components of Standards - Definitions
	1
Standards
	2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity

	EFF Standard

Use information to form opinions, make decisions, and take action.

KYAE CCS/ELA

RL2.3 
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
	Indicate here what skills are expected.  Skills are what learners are expected to do to demonstrate mastery of the concepts and content.  They are represented by the verbs in the standard.
If multiple skills are included, align the concepts with the skills to which they apply.  This is unnecessary if the skills listed apply equally to all concepts.
	Indicate here what concepts or content are included in the standard.
Concepts are the information or ideas that learners need to know.  These generally are the nouns or noun phrases in the standard. What are the students to know and be able to do when they demonstrate the skill?
	Indicate in which context students are required to use the standard’s skills and concepts, e.g., writing an essay, solving a problem.  Not every standard will have a stated context. These are the words or phrases that come before and after a particular word or phrase that helps to explain its full meaning. It is the framework, perspective, or environment of the skill and concept. Where and how is the action taking place, or what is the scene of the skill and concept?
	Using the selected taxonomy, consider all the information in Columns 2-4 to determine the “level of thinking” or cognitive demand of the standard. Ask what level of thinking the student will need to engage in order to demonstrate the skill and concept within the context described. What is the thinking process behind the skill, concept, and context?
	Add a teaching activity that encompasses the concepts and skills of this standard and is pitched at the right level of cognitive demand. What does the student need to be able to do in order to demonstrate the skill and concept/content within the given context?


[bookmark: _GoBack] (
Adapted from 
Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-Based Education, 
Unit 1-22, Appendix B, 
MPR Associates, Inc., Prepared for U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, 
2009
.
)

4

 (
Handout 3
)
 (
KYAE Common Core Standards PD FY2011-2012
Bloom’s Taxonomy
) (
Creating
Creat
ing
 new ideas and information using w
hat has been previously learned
Putting elements together to form 
a coherent or functional whole
R
eorganizing elements into a new pattern or structure 
)

 (
Understanding
Constructing meaning from oral, written, and graphic messages by Interpreting and translating what 
has been learned
) (
Analyzing
Breaking material into
 
constituent parts
D
etermining how the parts relate to one another and to an overall structure or purpose through differentia
t
ing, organizing
,
 an
d attributing
) (
(Adapted from 
A
 Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching, and Assessing:  A Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Ed
u
cational Objectives, 
Anderson & 
Krathwohl
, 2001)
) (
Evaluating
 
Making judgments based on
 
criteria and standards through checking, in-depth reflect
ion, criticism, and assessment
) (
Applying
Making use of information in a context different from the one in which it was learned
Carrying out or using a procedure th
rough executing or implementing
) (
Remembering
Retrieving, restating, recognizing, and recalling relevant knowledge 
from long term memory
)
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Bloom’s Taxonomy and the Writing Process



	
Creating

	
Writing an essay

	
Evaluating

	
Reviewing and making revisions

	
Analyzing

	
Outlining, comparing and contrasting, showing cause and effect

	
Applying

	
Organizing based on a model

	
Understanding

	
Paraphrasing, explaining, summarizing

	
Remembering

	
Listing main ideas and supporting details
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Bloom’s Taxonomy and Literature



	
Creating

	
Present your point of view about the topic or theme

	
Evaluating

	
Critique the author’s point of view

	
Analyzing

	
Compare and contrast characters or themes in a story

	
Applying

	
Make inferences and draw conclusions about the author’s meaning

	
Understanding

	
Retell the story in your own words

	
Remembering

	
Recall facts from the story
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	Team Guidelines
	The Unpacking Process
	Confirming Unpacking
	Sample Activities Criteria

	1. Review the unpacking process directions as a group.

2. If there is a benchmark, consider it as it relates to the overarching standard.

3. Allow everyone in the group to read the standard silently.

4. Ask one person to read it aloud.

5. Unpack the standard as a group and achieve consensus.

6. Confirm unpacking as a group.

7. Gather questions and comments for reflection and/or clarification.
	1. Review each standard in column 1 to identify the skill(s) addressed in the standard, and record in column 2.

1. Identify the content or concepts related to each skill contained within each standard, and record in column3.

1. Identify the context in column 4.

1. Use the selected taxonomy to identify the level of thinking/cognitive demand, and record in column 5.


	1. Cover up the standard in column 1.  Do the phrases listed in subsequent columns describe the standard?

1. Do the unpacked content, skills, and context contain only words actually appearing in the standard?

1. Is each unpacked skill linked to the appropriate unpacked content or concept?

1. As you read the content and skills, do they represent what you would really expect of a student in meeting this standard?

	1. Relevant, real-life activity

2. Attract & hold student interest

3. Reflect right level of complexity, given cognitive demand

4. Result in meaningful end-product
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Unpacking Chart for Standards
- Examples
)2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity

	RL2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
	
	
	
	
	

	RL2.2
Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.








	
	
	
	
	

	1
Standards
	2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity

	W5.1
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.


	W5.1a
Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.


	
	
	
	
	

	W5.1c

Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).
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Unpacking Chart for Standards
	1
Standards
	2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity
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Unpacking Chart for Standards
	1
Standards
	2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity
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Creating


Evaluating


Analyzing


Applying


Understanding


Remembering














