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Go, Earn, Do – GED announced

At the May 3 Campbellsville-Taylor County Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner, Amazon.com presented a $100,000 check to Governor Ernie Fletcher to fund Go, Earn, Do – GED, an exciting public-private educational partnership that includes Kentucky Adult Education, Amazon.com, Team Taylor County, an economic development agency, and the Office of Employment and Training.

The partners have joined forces to address an important economic and workforce development issue by funding and implementing Go, Earn, Do-GED.  This innovative initiative will seek to significantly increase the number of GED graduates over a two-year period in the 20-county area that makes up the labor pool for the Amazon.com Fulfillment Center in Campbellsville and many other Kentucky businesses.

Amazon.com, which requires the minimum of a GED for employees, will provide up to $40 for a GED test fee reimbursement and an Amazon.com gift card to GED graduates who are residents of the 20-county area.  Those interested in Amazon.com employment will have the opportunity to register with the Office of Employment and Training, which helps Amazon.com select candidates for employment.  The reimbursement and gift card will be available to all GED graduates in the area, regardless of whether they are interested in Amazon.com employment.  The Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Foundation will manage contributions for Go, Earn, Do and future initiatives to support attainment of the GED and employment.  KYAE looks forward to involvement in other business partnerships to increase the number of GED graduates.

Provider meetings this month

KYAE has scheduled two provider meetings in May.  Agenda items include GED data analysis, transitions to postsecondary education, policy updates for 2005-06, and administrative updates.

Adult education providers should register for one meeting by contacting Leah Disponett at mailto:Leah.Disponett@ky.gov or (502) 573-5114, ext. 116, by the deadline stated below.  Up to two staff members from each county may attend.  Lunch will be provided, so inform Leah of any special dietary needs.

May 17, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET
Thomas and King Leadership and Conference Center at Georgetown College, Georgetown
Registration deadline: May 10

May 19, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. CT
Owensboro Community and Technical College Southeast Campus, Industry Room, Owensboro
Registration deadline: May 13

Recognition luncheon


Nearly 300 adult educators, superintendents, federal and state education officials and KYAE staff joined together for a festive KYAE Recognition Luncheon on April 26 in Louisville to celebrate our shared accomplishments over the past four years.

Photographs from the luncheon are posted at http://adulted.state.ky.us/recognitionpics.htm.  Newspapers across the Commonwealth will be provided a media advisory about the luncheon and a link to the photographs.  

New provider for Muhlenberg County

Through an open RFP process, Madisonville Community College was selected as the 2005-06 adult education provider for Muhlenberg County.  Madisonville Community College is the current fiscal agent for Hopkins County.  The Muhlenberg County Board of Education voluntarily relinquished the adult education grant for its county.  

When adult education contracts are up for bid, federal law requires an open and competitive process for applying for adult education funding.  Grant opportunities are advertised by KYAE in local and regional newspapers, on the KYAE Web site and through e-mail to current providers.  Proposals are reviewed by a team of three expert readers who make a team recommendation on approving or denying the application.

GED update

Proposed GED regulation amendments

KYAE has filed proposed amendments to the GED Eligibility Requirements regulation, 785 KAR1:130.  The proposed amendments recognize the Secondary GED Program and establish a 90-day waiting period for GED candidates 16-18 years of age.  

A public hearing is tentatively scheduled to be held at 10 a.m. May 26 at the KYAE offices.  Individuals interested in making comments must notify KYAE in writing by May 19.  If no interested parties notify KYAE, the hearing may be cancelled.  Written comments will be accepted until May 31.  

Send written notification of your intent to speak at the public hearing or send written comments to Dr. B.J. Helton at BJ.Helton@ky.gov or 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 250, Frankfort KY 40601.  

New GED accommodations forms

The GED Testing Service has replaced two forms used to request accommodated testing with four new forms, which are posted at www.kyae.ky.gov on the “Forms/Resources” page.

The “Physical-Emotional Form SA-001” and the “Learning Disabilities and ADHD Form L-15” are obsolete and should be discarded.  The replacement forms are:

· Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder form – Documentation must include a letter on official letterhead, signed by a psychiatrist, medical doctor, or psychologist who specializes in the diagnosis of ADHD, stating the diagnosis of ADHD and providing supporting diagnostic evidence of this disability.  

· Learning and Cognitive Disability form – Measurement of academic achievement must be completed by a professional diagnostician.  Intelligence assessment must be completed by a professional diagnostician.  This may be the same person.  

· Physical/Chronic Health Disability form – Documentation must include a letter on official letterhead, signed by a qualified professional stating the diagnosed disability and providing supporting documentation. The current level of impairment and resulting functional limitations must be clearly documented.

· Emotional/Mental Health Disability form – Documentation must include a letter on official letterhead, signed by a certifying professional who specializes in the diagnosis of the disability, providing supporting documentation of the disability.  The current level of impairment and resulting functional limitations must be clearly documented.

An advocate acting on behalf of the GED candidate may now take a professional's report and copy information to the forms.  The assessments should be within the time frame specified.  However, older documentation will be considered if that is all that the candidate can provide without undue burden or expense. 

Demographic forms
Dr. B.J. Helton is asking providers to pay close attention to the accuracy of two critical items on the GED demographic form.  The instructional program code and county code are vital in analyzing GED data:

· The instructional program code is on page 8, item #2.  The six digits are “99” and each county’s four-digit OPT provider code.

· The county code is on page 3, item #5.  This item is often left blank or entered incorrectly.

Duplicate transcript requests

A revised duplicate transcript request form was effective January 1, 2005.  It can be downloaded at www.kyae.ky.gov on the “Forms/Resources” page.

New service available for students
Thanks to a new state partnership, adult education providers can arrange interpreting services for deaf and hard of hearing students who are also clients of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation at no cost to programs or students.  The services are available through the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Center on Deafness and Hearing Loss (CODHL) at Eastern Kentucky University.

To arrange for an interpreter, contact Tricia Davis, CODHL director, at (859) 622-8156 or Tricia.Davis@eku.edu.  

Professional development update
A CASAS ESL workshop is scheduled for May 13, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., at the Central Kentucky Job Center Auditorium, 1055 Industry Road, Lexington.  This training is a prerequisite for programs that will use the CASAS assessment for their ESL students.

At the workshop, participants will learn how to administer the CASAS ESL assessment, interpret assessment results and use curriculum support materials to enhance instruction.

The maximum number of participants is 30.  To register, contact Rebecca Nelson at R.Nelson@morehead-st.edu or (606) 783-2026.

Adult educators make news

Adult education programs across the commonwealth have been in the news in the past months.  KYAE has shared the following good news with Council on Postsecondary Education members and staff.  Please send Web links or hard copies of news articles about your program to Janet.Hoover@ky.gov or 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 250, Frankfort KY 40601.

Powell and Jefferson Counties

Susan Watson, an adult educator in Powell County, authored an article on reading groups for the March 2005 issue of Focus on Basics.  Susan’s article documents her success with student reading groups and provides tips on starting a reading group.  To read the article online, go to http://ncsall.gse.harvard.edu.  Click on “Focus on Basics” in the right-hand column.  Susan’s article starts on page 10.

The same edition of Focus on Basics has an article about the Jefferson County adult education program’s experience with individualized and group instruction.  The article quotes adult educators Meryl Becker-Prezocki, Diane Graybill, Anne Greenwell, Kitty Head and Nonie Palmgreen.  The article is at the Web site listed above; it starts on page 19.

Estill County

The Citizen Voice and Times in Irvine reported that the Estill County Adult Education program contributed to an award presented to the Housing Authority of Irvine by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The award was for excellence in management and education programming.  Donna Shaw is the Estill County Adult Education program director.

Casey and McCreary Counties

The Somerset Commonwealth Journal featured a story on a Casey County student who was profiled in “Learning for Life, Kentucky Adult Education Progress Report 2004.”  The article also mentions the various adult education services provided by the Casey County Adult Education program.  

The McCreary Record in Whitley City printed a letter to the editor about the importance of adult education to the county.  The letter said, in part, “If you want to see real services, just observe Beverly Murphy and her staff – that is really serving.  Beverly and her people are really dedicated to making McCreary County a better place.”

Joyce Flynn is the program director for Casey and McCreary counties.

Woodford County

The Woodford Sun ran a series of articles about the Woodford County Adult Education program in February and March.  Among topics covered by the articles were an overview of all services provided at the learning center, a GED graduate success story, family literacy, workforce education and implications of possible funding cuts.  Sugar Willey is the adult education program director in Woodford County.

Clinton and Larue Counties

Two adult educators were profiled in the most recent edition of Kentucky Teacher, a publication of the Kentucky Department of Education.  An article on Vanda Guffey of Clinton County and Melcenia Sprowls-Shelton of Larue County, the 2005 runners up for the Toyota Teacher of the Year, emphasizes the positive impact of KYAE family literacy and Even Start.

The Kentucky Teacher articles are available at www.education.ky.gov.  Click on “KDE Quick Links” at the top of the page.  Click on “Kentucky Teacher.”  Click on “Kentucky Teacher 2004-2005 School Year.”  Click on “Kentucky Teacher April 2005.”  The article is on page four.  Vanda and Melcenia were featured in News to Use in January 2005.  

Jefferson County in family literacy spotlight

In conjunction with the National Center on Family Literacy (NCFL) conference in Louisville last month, the Jefferson County Adult and Continuing Education program hosted several special guests who toured the family literacy program at the McFerran Preparatory Academy.  

On April 25, Hideaki “Harry” Otaka, president of Toyota Motor North America, and Sharon Darling, NCFL president and founder, observed family literacy in action and participated in parent-and-child time.  On April 22, a 13-member delegation from Hawaii visited the McFerran Program.  Julie Scoskie is adult education program director in Jefferson County; Christine Byers is the coordinator of family education.

New KYAE staff member

Pam Campbell has joined the KYAE staff as the office receptionist.  She will also provide assistance in the GED area.  Pam served as the guidance office manager and administrative assistant at Scott County High School for 10 years.    She can be reached at (502) 573-5114, ext. 100, or Pam.Campbell@ky.gov.

TABE comparison tables

Connie Valentine, national assessment consultant for CTB/McGraw-Hill, has provided documents that compare TABE 7 and 8 with TABE 9 and 10 for all five TABE levels.  The comparisons are posted at www.kyae.ky.org on the “Forms/Resources” page.  Look for “TABE Resources.”

New federal regulations

The U.S. Department of Education has issued regulations to implement executive branch policies that allow religiously affiliated organizations to compete for funding.  The regulations are available at http://www.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/fbci-reg.html.
