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Progress report on SB1 implementation presented

At the June 13 meeting of the Interim Joint Committee on Education, Dr. Cheryl King, Dr. Aims McGuinness, who was a consultant to the Task Force on Adult Education in 2000, and Dr. Tom Layzell, CPE president, presented a progress report on the implementation of the Adult Education Act of 2000, Senate Bill 1.

The presentations and Dr. King’s prepared remarks are available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/interimedcomments.htm.

Upcoming fiscal deadlines

June 20 is the deadline for submitting the June Projected Expenditure Report.  Please note that reimbursement is allowable only for those goods and services received by June 30, 2005.  

July 6 is the deadline for the final KYAE-10 Expenditure Report. Use column 8 of this document only for reporting corrections to the June Projected Expenditure Report.  When completed, this KYAE-10 should state actual year-end balances in column 10. Please mark this report “Final” on the “Report Period Note” line.  

Please refer to your contract’s scope of work for details and dates of other required reports.

GED Top Scorer recognized by CPE

The GED Testing Service annually recognizes the person with the highest score in each state through the GED National Awards for Outstanding Achievement Program.  James Meyer of Louisville is the recipient of Kentucky’s 2004 award for high score with a total GED score of 3750 out of 4000 possible points.  James was recognized and presented a plaque at the May Council meeting. 

James was a student at the Jefferson County Public Schools Adult Education program.  He is currently attending Jefferson Community College and plans to be a psychiatrist or psychologist.  He also has taken three KCTCS distance-learning classes through the Kentucky Virtual University.  

James wrote, “I wanted to get the GED because I knew it was a good first step toward a college education.  Because I didn’t complete high school, the GED seemed a great alternative to prove that I have the ability to succeed in college.  I didn’t want to delay getting the GED because time is valuable and every month that passed without it was essentially months that I wasn’t living up to my potential.

“I’d unquestionably recommend getting a GED to anyone without a high school diploma.  It’s never too early or too late to take it.  The work it takes to attain the GED is a solid affirmation to yourself and to the world that you’re worth something. “ 

Kentucky awarded nearly 10,000 GEDs in 2003-04.  Nine students had scores higher than 3700. 

Provider meeting follow-up

KYAE thanks all providers who attended May meetings in Georgetown and Owensboro.  The following is information that KYAE pledged to provide as a follow-up to those meetings:

· The “GED Graduates and Transitions” presentation by Charles McGrew is at http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED_Slides.ppt.

· County codes for the GED demographic form mentioned by Dr. B.J. Helton are located in Appendix D of the Adult Educator’s Handbook at adulted.state.ky.us/GED%20info/GED_AE_Handbook_July_2004.pdf.
· The Go Higher Web site is located at www.gohigherky.org.
· The toll-free number for the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA) is (800) 928-8926.
· The Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program Web site is at www.mathclass.org.

· A description of the new PDtrack system is available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/Resources/Pdtrack.doc.

Be the first to register for annual conference

The registration form for the 2005 Kentucky Adult Education conference, “Adult Education – Absolutely Essential” is available at www.kyae.ky.gov.  KYAE is paying the $150 registration fee for adult educators who attend the conference, which is September 19-21 at the new Marriott Louisville Downtown.  The conference is co-sponsored by KYAE and KAACE. 

For the first time ever, the conference will be held in conjunction with the Council on Postsecondary Education Governor’s Trusteeship Conference, which is September 18 and 19 at the same property.  There will be a joint luncheon for conference attendees.  Professional development credit will be awarded for conference attendance; further details will be available in the July issue of News to Use.

Conference topics will include family literacy, adult basic education, transition to postsecondary, GED, disabilities, corrections, data collection, integrating technology and others.

PLEASE NOTE – KYAE will not pay cancellation fees, KAACE membership fees or conference “no shows.”  Adult educators who register and do not attend without canceling by the deadline stated on the registration form will be responsible for paying the $150 registration fee without using KYAE funds.

Grant renewal review status

KYAE is in the process of completing the review of grant renewal paperwork.  As questions about personnel and budget issues are resolved, programs are receiving an “intent to contract” e-mail.  To date, 111 counties have received notice of grant renewal approval.

OVAE visit

On May 24 and 25, three representatives from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), met with KYAE staff and visited programs in Jefferson and Fayette counties.  This was a targeted monitoring visit to review data collection and reporting through the AERIN system.

OVAE will submit an official report in 45 days, and KYAE will share information with providers. 

Special thanks are extended to the adult education programs in Jefferson and Fayette Counties for hosting site visits for the OVAE team on a very short notice.  Federal representatives remarked that the programs were among the best they had ever visited.

TABE workshop planned; information needed

KYAE is planning a new workshop to help adult educators learn to use the TABE assessment. The workshop is recommended for instructors who have not used the TABE or who have only brief exposure to the tool. The workshop will introduce TABE 7/8 and 9/10, the Locator, the TABE Teacher Guides and related materials.  To ensure that capacity is available for those interested in the workshop, send the following information to Leah.Disponett@ky.gov by June 20: name, county and number of instructors interested in attending.

SkillMobiles make news once again

Once again, the KYAE SkillMobiles are garnering media attention.  This time the focus is on a statewide project to provide computer training to local health department employees.  Link to an Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer story at http://press.ky.gov/PressClipDetail.asp?REC=173629.
Leadership Institute recognizes adult educators

The Adult Education Academy for Professional Development’s Leadership and Learning Institute recently recognized the accomplishments of 13 adult educators in seven counties (see below).  The institute, led by the Adult Education Academy for Professional Development at Morehead State University, introduces participants to principles of continuous improvement based on the Baldrige National Quality Program.

Gold Award

· Bullitt County Adult and Community Education: Jim Boswell and Jack Rueff

· Larue County Adult and Family Education:  Sarah Hornback

Silver Award

· Christian County Adult Education: Bev Thomson

· Hardin County Adult Education: Renae Harrison, Joe Bastistoni, Dian Kelley and J. Michael Sarver

· Logan County Adult Education and Workforce Training: Cheryl Kelley, Pam Morgan and Marie Reeves

Bronze Award

· Pendleton County Adult Education: JoEllen Mitchell
· Woodford County Adult Education: Sugar Willey
Kentuckians honored at COABE

Three Kentucky individuals or programs were honored during the 2005 Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) Conference in Anaheim, California in May:

The Workforce Services Program in Jefferson County Public Schools Adult Education was recognized with the Chester Klevins Outstanding Workplace Literacy Program Award.  The program has partnered with more than 450 businesses in addition to local agencies and non-profit organizations.  The program provides basic skills upgrade training for incumbent workers and for those seeking employment.  The number of people served through Workforce Services has tripled in the past four years. 

Marilyn Brown, executive director of North Hardin HOPE in Radcliff, received the Partner in Adult Learning Services Award.  She has worked to develop partnerships to bring adult education, computer technology training and homework assistance to residents most in need.  Under her direction, North Hardin HOPE was instrumental in securing a building for the Hardin County Adult Education program in Radcliff. 

Kathy Jones of Kenton County Adult Education at Gateway Community and Technical College received the COABE Incentive Grant.  She conducted a series of three monthly writing sessions that allowed adult education students, educators and volunteers to learn from and interact with published writers.  Authors from poetry, fiction and journalism presented lectures and led discussion and group activities.

COABE advances national and international adult education and literacy opportunities for all persons.

Update on Focus on Basics

The May issue of News to Use reported that adult educators in Powell and Jefferson Counties were featured in the most recent issue of Focus on Basics – Modes of Delivery.  Connie Spencer-Ackerman, director of the Adult Education Academy at Morehead State University, served as guest editor for the same issue.  Her contributions included reading drafts of articles and conferring with other guest editors to insure that all submissions were clean and informative to readers.

PD Connections  posted on Web

The Spring 2005 issue of PD Connections is available at www.kyae.ky.gov on the “Announcements” page.  The newsletter features information on using research to make instructional choices.  Hyperlinks to Web pages and e-mail addresses are built in for ease of referencing information. 

