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2005-06 to be continuation year - updated information

KYAE plans to extend current contracts for the 2005-06 fiscal year for core services, family literacy and corrections, contingent upon performance and enrollment.  There will not be an RFP process; however, providers will be required to submit grant renewal forms.  

KYAE anticipates that the timeframe for release of renewal forms will be in late March to early April.  Providers will be notified by e-mail when forms are available on the KYAE Web site.

The 2005-06 fiscal year will be a continuation year based on the following.


Congress is not expected to act on WIA reauthorization before the congressional session that begins in February.  KYAE has been informed that the U.S. Department of Education will negotiate performance standards for only the 2005-06 fiscal year.  If WIA is reauthorized in early 2005, indications are that states will be required to write a new state plan that will be effective July 1, 2006.  


The National Assessment of Adult Literacy and Kentucky Assessment of Adult Literacy results will be available July 2005.  The new literacy data will potentially demonstrate a change in the percentage of Kentuckians at the two lowest levels of literacy in the counties.  Applying the funding formula to the new literacy data and the latest census data may result in changes to base funding.  Revised funding would go into effect with the 2006-07 fiscal year.


KYAE plans to institute four-year contract periods, provided that this is allowable in the new legislation.  A one-year contract for 2005-06 will put KYAE in position to implement a four-year contracting period, 2006-2010, that is synchronized with state biennial budget years and anticipated WIA reauthorization.


A new program improvement policy will be in effect July 1, 2005.   The policy will be field tested in 2005-06 year, which could result in modifications for the four-year contract period.


KYAE is examining issues relating to family literacy, including changes in how programs are structured and funded.  A continuation year would provide time for potential pilots to demonstrate effectiveness.

“Making it Work” features adult education

A report just released by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce acknowledges significant adult education accomplishments and advocates for increased funding for the adult education system.  “Making it Work, Policies to Promote Self-Sufficiency for Kentucky’s Working Families” is available at the www.kychamber.com <http://www.kychamber.com>.  

The report is part of the Working Poor Families Project, a national initiative supported by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, Ford Foundation and Rockefeller Foundation.  The project, involving 15 states to date, supports local organizations in assessing state policies and programs that help low-income families reach economic self-sufficiency.  The Kentucky report was prepared for the Kentucky Community and Economic Development Educational Foundation, an affiliate of the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce.

Using newspapers as a classroom tool

KYAE and Newspaper in Education at the Lexington Herald-Leader are partnering to provide an exciting new way of learning for adult education students.  Adult education programs statewide will be equipped to receive the digital Lexington Herald-Leader newspaper and will have access to Newspaper in Education (NIE) specialized curriculum and training.  This technology is much different than reading the newspaper online at the Lexington Herald-Leader’s Web site.

KYAE and Lexington Herald-Leader Newspaper in Education will provide training and specialized curriculum resources in two workshops.  One will be 1 p.m.-4 p.m. on December 14 at the Lexington Herald-Leader building, 100 Midland Avenue, in downtown Lexington.  The other workshop will be from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. on December 15 at Ahrens Learning Center, 546 South First Street, Room 102, in Louisville.

The training will provide a demonstration on how to download Newsstand, the technology that enables the digital newspaper to be viewed on classroom computers.  Attendees will learn about the functionality of the digital newspaper and see it like they would a printed newspaper or other form of "authentic text." 

The training sessions will also focus on how to teach reading and writing skills using the newspaper.  Special supplements, teacher guides and in-paper series published in the Lexington Herald-Leader will be introduced. Newspaper in Education will provide teachers the tools and resources they need to use the newspaper in the classroom.

This is a wonderful opportunity for your students and another tool to add to your instructional toolbox.  Register today by contacting Leah Disponett at Leah.Disponett@ky.gov <mailto:Leah.Disponett@ky.gov>. 

Registration for family literacy regional training

The Kentucky Institute for Family Literacy (KIFL) will offer two different regional training sessions, each in three locations, during the months of February and March 2005. (Please note that this information has changed since the publication of the PD Handbook.)  The sessions are:


Collaborating for Component Integration (6 PD Credits)

o
February 4:  Gheens Academy, Louisville

o
February 11: Ramada Inn, Lexington

o
February 25: West Kentucky Community and Technical College, Paducah


Lesson Planning in Family Literacy (4 PD Credits)

o
March 11: Gheens Academy, Louisville

o
March 18: London Public Library, London

o
March 25: Kentucky Dam Village, Gilbertsville

Training descriptions, registration forms and driving directions are available at www.famlit.org/kifl <http://www.famlit.org/kifl>.  Registration forms are due to KIFL one week prior to each training. The training is underwritten by KYAE, and registration is free to KYAE programs.

Online courses available

Three new online courses are available to Kentucky adult educators: ESL200, Orientation to Adult ESOL for New Instructors; DL200 Teaching and Learning at a Distance; and READ200, Coaching Read on the Web.

Course descriptions and registration specifics are available at www.kyvae.org <http://www.kyvae.org>.

KYAE workforce education spotlighted

The November 2004 issue of “Focus on Basics” is all about workforce education.  Please note the spotlight on Kentucky workforce education on pages 30-31.  The newsletter is available at the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy’s Web site at <http://ncsall.gse.harvard.edu>.

GED update
Instructional center/provider code


Many students taking the GED are not entering the correct provider code on the GED demographic form.  When an incorrect number is entered, this form is not usable for aggregate data analysis.  

Effective January 1, 2005, adult education providers should begin using a six-digit code, which will fill all the spaces on the demographic form.  The first two digits will be 99.  The next four digits will be your assigned provider code. For example, Adair County will become 990011, Carlisle will be 990201, Jefferson will become 990561, Pulaski will become 991002.  Use the six-digit code on the KYAE-6 form and the demographic form.  Many students refer to the KYAE-6 form to get the correct code for the demographic form. 

KYAE cannot provide information to individual programs or compare information between programs unless this code is correctly entered.  This data is needed to improve instruction and to identify best practices to share.

Combining GED language scores

English GED scores and Spanish GED scores may not be combined.  An examinee must take all parts in the same language.

Regulation update - test fee

Providers should check with their test center for GED test fee payment and procedures beginning January 1, 2005.  Remember the test fee is $40 if the examinee takes the full battery in a test session.  The fee is $10 per subtest if the examinee does not take the full battery or is retesting.

Dr. Handley joins CPE staff

Dr. Allyson Handley, who served as the secretary of Governor Fletcher’s cabinet, joined the CPE staff on November 29 as senior advisor to Dr. Tom Layzell, CPE president.  She will be involved in research and economic development issues.  Dr. Handley has several years of experience in postsecondary education, including serving as president of Midway College.  Her appointment will enhance CPE’s efforts to better coordinate the relationships between postsecondary education and state agencies in the areas of research, commercialization and economic development.

OPT student jumpstart sheet available

Steck-Vaughn has provided adult educators with a sheet of tips to help students navigate the PC-based OPT.  It is located at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED_Educators.htm>.

Personnel worksheet directions posted

Adult education providers are required to report personnel changes to KYAE on a revised personnel worksheet and update AERIN within 10 days of changes. KYAE has posted instructions on how to complete the worksheets at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/Forms.htm>. 

KYAE will compare invoices with personnel entered in AERIN and may withhold payment if AERIN personnel records are not up to date.
Valuable links 

Link to www.thebestkidsbooksite.com <http://www.thebestkidsbooksite.com> for lots of ideas on books, activities and resources for kids.  Be sure to check out the “Every Day is a Special Day” feature and suggested book and activities for holidays and other events. 
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