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$2.5 million added to KYAE budget

The Kentucky General Assembly has reached agreement on a 2004-06 state budget, which includes a $2.5 million increase in operating funds for KYAE in the 2005-06 fiscal year.  KYAE thanks all adult education students and adult educators who made calls and sent e-mails to their legislators in support of this increase, which will help adults learn to read, prepare for the GED, learn the English language and hone their workforce basic skills.  

As of the date of this writing (March 10), the bill is in the hands of Governor Fletcher, who has 10 days to veto any item(s).  If the governor does not veto any sections, the current version of the budget becomes law.  

The legislative budget presentation of Dr. Tom Layzell, CPE president, is available at budget presentation http://adulted.state.ky.us/House_AR_2_10_05.pdf.   This presentation includes information about historic KYAE funding.

Policy changes planned for 2005-06

KYAE is revising several policies to be effective July 1, 2005.   Revised policies include performance and accountability, enrollment and assessment, and workforce education.  Adult educator focus groups have been extremely valuable in helping KYAE shape the policy revisions.  Watch e-mail and News to Use for further policy updates.

COMPASS-based enrollment suspended

The U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), has informed KYAE that the COMPASS test is not an approved adult education enrollment assessment.  This means the COMPASS-TABE crosswalk cannot be used for enrollment purposes.  To determine eligibility, county adult education programs must use one of the approved assessments as specified in the Policy and Procedure Manual available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ on the “Policies” page.

KYAE will request that ACT submit the COMPASS assessment and crosswalk for OVAE’s new standardized assessment review process.  However, until further notice, KYAE county programs should not enroll students based on the COMPASS-TABE crosswalk.  KYAE regrets the inconvenience this will cause for students and county programs but must take this action for OVAE compliance.

Scholarships available to GED graduates

Education at Work scholarships 
GED graduates are eligible to apply for the $500 Education at Work Scholarship provided by the Education Cabinet.  The deadline for submitting applications is April 28.  Application materials and information are available at www.educationcabinet.ky.gov. If you have questions regarding the scholarship, please e-mail Wynee Hecker in the Office of Communications, Education Cabinet, at Wynee.Hecker@ky.gov  or call  (502) 564-6606.

Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship

GED graduates may be eligible for a Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship, which provides up to $1,500 for a total of four years.  

Full eligibility and application information is available at Byrd Honors Scholarship. Although the deadline for applying is June 30, 2005, KHEAA has indicated that awards are made on a first-come, first-served basis; therefore, the sooner students apply, the better their chances.
To qualify for the Byrd Scholarship, GED graduates must have a minimum composite score of 2700 and be recommended by an adult education provider.  Kentucky had only five GED Byrd Scholarship recipients last year.  There are many deserving GED graduates - please contact former students who may be interested.

GED update

Enter OPT scores in AERIN

Effective April 1, students’ OPT scores must be entered in AERIN before GED scores will be downloaded.   OPT scores are a valuable data element in analyzing the test’s effectiveness in predicting GED success. 

Fact sheet posted

KYAE has developed a fact sheet that can be used when discussing GED regulations with school superintendents.  It is available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED%20info/Supt_GED_Regs_Notes.doc. 

“Take the Next Step” initiative

KYAE is mailing a promotional flyer to more than 8,900 students who tested for the GED in 2002, 2003 and 2004 but did not complete.  County adult education programs were sent e-mails with a list of their students receiving the flyer.   The flyer is available at Take the Next Step <http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED info/GED_flyer_1_05.doc. 
KYAE is asking county programs to make contact with these students to encourage them to “Take the Next Step” toward completion of their GED.  For more information, contact Dr. B.J. Helton at (502) 573-5114, ext. 102, or at BJ.Helton@ky.gov.

GED success stories

To promote GED attainment in your local communities, KYAE needs success stories of recent GED graduates.  With permission of the graduates, the CPE Communications Office will develop local news releases profiling the students’ success and encouraging others to contact their county adult education program.

Please ask your GED graduates if they are willing to have their stories publicized.  Adult educators don’t have to write the stories - just submit students’ names and contact information (telephone and/or e-mail address) and a sentence or two summarizing their background, obstacles that were overcome and success.  Submit the information to Janet.Hoover@ky.gov.
Work and Learn provides adult student support services 


Many KYAE students are taking advantage of Work and Learn, an innovative program through KCTCS.  Adult educators who aren’t familiar with this program can learn more about Work and Learn from case managers listed at the end of this article.

Work and Learn supports educational and work success by providing counseling, career exploration and preparation, connection to resources, mentoring and work experience to enhance the probability that individuals complete their adult education goals, successfully transition to college and succeed at college and the workplace.  Work and Learn services may also include paid work-study that assists students in career exploration while providing additional income that does not negatively impact the Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (K-TAP) cash benefit.

To be eligible for Work and Learn, individuals must receive K-TAP benefits, be enrolled in an adult education program, and either be within a year of earning a GED or in need of academic remediation before entering college.  Adult education providers assess the K-TAP client and advise KCTCS Work and Learn case managers of the student’s adult education eligibility and functional level.  The adult educator and case manager evaluate whether the individual has the potential for success in college and is a good candidate for Work and Learn.  A close working relationship among the Work and Learn case manager, the adult educator and the local Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) case manager is essential for the student’s success.

For further information, contact Shauna King-Simms, KCTCS Chancellor’s Office, at (859) 256-3301, or Sandra Mayberry, KCTCS Ready-to-Work program coordinator, at (859) 256-3311, or the local Work and Learn case manager in your area.


Ashland Community College/Technical College - Winston Leadingham, (606) 326-2005


Big Sandy Community College/Technical College, Pikeville Campus - Kimberly Crisman, (606) 218-1219


Big Sandy Community College/Technical College, Prestonsburg Campus - Renee McCoy, (606) 886-7232


Central Kentucky Technical College - Faith Calhoun, (859) 246-2400, ext. 2203


Bowling Green Technical College - Regina Beck, (270) 901-1011


Elizabethtown Community College/Technical College - Don Lynch, (270) 769-2371, ext, 8662


Gateway Community College/Technical College - Steve Popple, (859) 442-1189


Hazard Community College/Technical College - Krista Stacy, (800) 246-7521, ext. 73646


Henderson Community College - Cynthia Curry, (270) 831-9631


Hopkinsville Community College - Joyce Boren, (270) 886-3921, ext. 6154


Jefferson Community College - Jo Ann Shumate, (502) 213-2449


Madisonville Community College - Robbie Barnes, (270) 824-8670


Maysville Community College/Technical College - Belinda Adkins (Ready to Work coordinator), (606) 759-7141, ext. 6301


Maysville Community College/Technical College, Rowan Campus - Paula Napier (606) 783-1538, ext. 6301


Owensboro Community College/Technical College - Fran Hardaway, (270) 926-4610, ext. 363


Somerset Community College - Sara Brown or Misty Stephens, (606) 677-4049


Southeast KY Community College/Technical College - Renea Branson, (606) 573-9654, ext. 2166


West Kentucky Community College/Technical College - Johnette Mends-Cole, (270) 534-3392
Send in your photos

KYAE plans to showcase county adult education programs during a multimedia presentation at its celebratory luncheon during the National Center for Family Literacy Conference on April 26.  Please electronically submit photographs of your students to Melissa.Wireman@ky.gov by COB on March 21.   

Remember to secure written permission from any individual whose photograph you submit, otherwise restrict your photographs to inanimate subject matter. 

New KYAE staff members

Charles McGrew has joined KYAE’s staff as senior associate for program analysis.  He will be involved in providing data-driven analysis of program performance, evaluation of performance and the relationship to instructional strategies and program best practices.  

Charles earned a master’s degree in sociology and a bachelor’s in sociology and criminology from Western Kentucky University.  He is a sociology doctoral student at the University of Kentucky.  He was director of institutional effectiveness and planning at Lexington Community College for six years and held similar positions at postsecondary institutions in Texas, Tennessee, Mississippi and Maine.

Charles can be reached at (502) 573-5114 or Charles.McGrew@ky.gov.

Erika Larson has joined the KYAE staff as the distance learning coordinator.  She earned a master’s degree in educational psychology/instructional design from Michigan State University.  She has experience in training, tutoring, curriculum design, Web development, project management and technical writing.

Erika is the primary resource for PLATO, WIN, LiteracyLink, WorkKeys and Read on the Web. Contact her with questions about online training, scheduling training onsite and general product support.   She can be reached at (502) 573-5114, ext. 104, or Erika.Larson@ky.gov.
LINCS provides literacy statistics

Adult educators have a wealth of literacy statistics at their fingertips through the LINCS Web site, www.nifl.gov/lincs/ <http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/.  Click on “Facts and Statistics” and find fact sheets on many adult education topics and national, regional and state statistics.  While you’re there, explore the wide variety of other valuable resources available on LINCS.

News to Use  Correction

In the February 2005 issue of News to Use, information on the current eligibility criteria for GED testing was misstated.  The following is the correct version. 

Eligibility regulation

The current eligibility regulation is still in effect.  A student must be at least 17 years of age, not enrolled in secondary school, out of school for one year, or last class graduated to be eligible to take the GED.  The KYAE-6 form (old DAEL-6 form) is still in effect.  The form is available at http://adulted.state.ky.us on the “Forms” page.
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