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CPE enacts placement policy

The Council on Postsecondary Education at its November meeting enacted a Statewide Public Postsecondary Placement Policy.  The policy’s goal is to reduce remediation rates by communicating to students how to be prepared for college work in English and mathematics.  The policy is available at <http://www.cpe.state.ky.us/council/CPE_Mtg_mats/nov2004/7.pdf>.
It’s important for your students who plan to transition to postsecondary education to be aware of this policy, which goes into effect fall 2005.

The policy is based on research conducted during Kentucky’s participation as one of five pilot states in the American Diploma Project (ADP). Through ADP, Kentucky is aligning high school and adult education curricula with postsecondary and workplace expectations.  Kentucky is the only pilot state to include adult education in the ADP.

For information about the postsecondary placement policy, contact Dr. Dianne Bazell, CPE, at (502) 573-1555, ext. 254, or Dianne.Bazell@ky.gov <mailto:Dianne.Bazell@ky.gov>.  For more information about adult education’s role in the ADP, contact Dr. Jacqueline Korengel, KYAE, at (502) 573-5114, ext. 106, or JacquelineE.Korengel@ky.gov <mailto:JacquelineE.Korengel@ky.gov>.

Kentucky adult educators honored

Two Kentucky adult educators have been nationally recognized for their work in family literacy.  Vanda Guffey of Clinton County and Melcenia Sprowls-Shelton of Larue County were among only four national finalists for the Toyota Family Literacy Teacher of the Year award, also sponsored by the National Center for Family Literacy.  Vanda and Melcenia work in KYAE family literacy and Even Start.

Annually, a panel of family literacy specialists at NCFL selects a family literacy educator who has made a significant impact on the lives of families. Each Toyota Family Literacy Teacher of the Year applicant must possess exemplary personal and program qualifications, which include curriculum development, student accomplishments, student retention, special initiatives, teamwork and collaboration.   

Toyota formed a partnership with NCFL in 1991 and has contributed more than $20 million to establish model family literacy programs throughout the country. Since 1997, NCFL and Toyota have annually recognized a Toyota Family Literacy Teacher of the Year.

Vanda Guffey

Vanda has worked adult education field for seven years.  Three years ago, the Clinton County adult education program blended the adult education family literacy program with Even Start to serve more families.

“I chose to work in family literacy because it helps children and adults learn to read,” Vanda said.  “My mission is to help spread the importance of literacy to parents, childcare providers, teachers and administrators.  It is a privilege to help infuse the joy of reading into our community that has for generations suffered from low literacy rates.”

Some special literacy initiatives that Vanda has been involved in include monthly family literacy evening meetings, family book bags, monthly parenting connections workshops, summer reading program, free book giveaways, lending library of early childhood materials and training for childcare providers.
Melencia Sprowls-Shelton

Melencia has worked with the Larue County adult education and family literacy program for nearly five years.  She says that her motivation is rooted in the encouragement she has received from others.

“There have been many people who have helped me through my life and have had a great impact on the person that I have become,” Melencia said.  “The families we work with have many obstacles to overcome and often feel like failures in life because they don’t have the skills or the education to better themselves.  My desire is to help them build self confidence and accomplish their goals.”

Melencia measures her accomplishments one student at a time.  “It makes my heart ‘sing’ when a student understands a math concept, when a student thanks me for believing in her, when they walk across the stage to receive their GED, when a parent and child now have a favorite book they read together, when a former student goes to college and tells me I was her motivation.  None of these achievements would have been possible without good teamwork and leadership.”

Adult literacy clinical diagnostic course 

Western Kentucky University is offering Adult Literacy Clinical Diagnostic Course (LTCY 523) for the Spring 2005 semester.  The course will be taught by Dr. Pam Petty and will meet Tuesday evenings from 5 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. in Tate Page Hall on the WKU campus.  Through a literacy grant from the Dollar General Store, Dr. Petty will offer tuition scholarships and pay for books and materials for adult educators interested in the course.  

The course emphasizes practical methods of reading appraisal, diagnostic procedures and materials essential for developing teaching strategies in reading instruction, particularly in the content area.  KAELI tasks 5 and 6 can be done within the clinical setting.  There are no clinical service fees for adult learners and a small stipend will be offered if the students attend the reading clinic each week.

If you are interested, contact Dr. Pam Petty at pam@pampetty.com <mailto:pam@pampetty.com>; her office phone number is (270) 745-2922.

KCTCS conference

The Kentucky Community and Technical College System has scheduled a New Horizons Teaching and Learning Conference for May 16-18 at Lexington’s Hyatt Regency Hotel.  

KCTCS is accepting conference proposals through January 14.  Conference strands include:


Engaging faculty and staff in strategic planning. 


Providing learner-centered professional development programs. 


Identifying measures or programs to expand or improve access to distance learning. 


Creating substantive change in individual learners. 


Engaging learners in the learning process as full partners.


Creating and offering as many options for learning as possible. 


Assisting learners to form and participate in collaborative learning activities. 


Defining the roles of learning facilitators by the needs of the learners. 


Documenting success of improved and expanded learning. 


Identifying strategies to ensure the success of under-prepared students. 

Information about the conference and submitting proposals is available at <http://www.kctcs.edu/prodev/2005_nhpod/proposal.cfm>.

PD update

The following professional development opportunities have been added to the PD calendar.  


Introduction to LiteracyLink Online Management System, February 1 in Frankfort; February 18 in Madisonville; March 1 in Hazard.  To register, complete a PD registration form available at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/> on the Forms/Resources page.


Pre-GED Awareness and Implementation, February 17 in Lexington; March 4 in Paintsville.  To register, complete a PD registration form available at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/> on the Forms/Resources page.


KYAE 200: Orientation to Adult Education.  Section 3 is now open.  To register, send your name, social security number and e-mail address to Leah.Disponett@ky.gov <mailto:Leah.Disponett@ky.gov>. 

ESL practitioner toolkit

The National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL) has made available an ESL toolkit for adult educators.  The “Practitioner Toolkit: Working with Adult English Language Learners” is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education.  

The toolkit is designed to help adult educators who are new to serving the ESL population.  The product was developed by NCFL and the Center for Applied Linguistics.  It is available at www.famlit.org <http://www.famlit.org> and www.cal.org <http://www.cal.org>.

The toolkit contains a range of information that includes:


Background information about English language learners and their unique challenges 


Research-to-practice papers on English language and literacy learning 


Sample activities, assessments, lesson plans and a learner needs assessment in Spanish


Annotated lists of English- and Spanish-language assessments used in adult education programs.

Tim Bennett accepts new position

Tim Bennett accepted a position as a branch manger in the Revenue Cabinet effective January 1.  Tim worked for KYAE for three-and-a-half years as an associate in administrative services.  

Until further notice, all invoices should be sent to Faith Cirre at Faith.Cirre@ky.gov <mailto:Faith.Cirre@ky.gov>.

On-to-postsecondary rate

KYAE recently revised the protocol for establishing GED cohorts used to track the on-to-postsecondary rate.  As a result of reconstructing the cohorts, the percentages have changed.  The statistics show significant improvement - from 12 percent of the 1998 GED graduates enrolling in postsecondary within two years to 20 percent of the 2001 GED graduates enrolling by 2003.  

The statistics are on the KYAE Report Card posted at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/KYAE_Report_Card_11-30-04.pdf>.

GED update

Retaking the GED

A person who has passed the GED is allowed to retest if higher scores are required for employment or entrance to specific programs within postsecondary institutions.  A person who has passed the Spanish GED may take the English GED if required for employment or entrance to postsecondary education.

The person will need documentation of the required scores from the employer or postsecondary institution.  The documentation must be presented to the test center.  The documentation is attached to the answer sheets so the scoring center will not reject the scores because the person has already earned a GED.

GED fees

On January 1, 2005, the new GED test fee increased to $40 for the complete battery, $10 for subtests.  

A revised regulation also puts into effect a $5 non-refundable processing fee for a duplicate transcript request and a $25 non-refundable processing fee for a duplicate diploma request.  Incomplete requests will be returned to the applicant.

The new transcript request form is available at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/>; click on “Forms/Resources.”

If you have questions regarding any of the GED updates, please e-mail Dr. B.J. Helton at BJ.Helton@ky.gov <mailto:BJ.Helton@ky.gov>. 

KYAE reports

2004 progress report

KYAE’s 2004 annual report is being printed.  All programs will receive copies of the report within the next few weeks.   This report spotlights six success stories that put a human face on the accomplishments the system has made at the state and local levels over the past few years.

The 2004 report will also be available on the KYAE Web site for download.

Federal report

Each year, KYAE is required to submit a report to the Office of Vocational and Adult Education in the U.S. Department of Education.  The 2004 federal report is posted at <http://adulted.state.ky.us/>; click on “Performance/Research.”

Accountability report

CPE is directed by statute to submit a yearly accountability report to the governor and legislature to document the progress of postsecondary education reform.  This year’s CPE accountability report contains a chapter on the progress achieved since the passage of the Kentucky Adult Education Act, Senate Bill 1.  The accountability report is available at <http://cpe.ky.gov/facts/facts_status_reports.asp>.

LINCS provides information and excellent research tool

If you’re not using the LINCS Web site, you’re missing out on a wealth of valuable information.  LINCS, www.nifl.gov/lincs <http://www.nifl.gov/lincs>, is self-described as the “literacy community's gateway to the world of adult education and literacy resources on the Internet.” 

Are you looking for curriculum or classroom activities to use in your adult or family literacy program? Are you researching professional development topics or seeking information on current policies or events?  Check out the LINCS Special Collections, one-stop electronic gateways to specialized information built around specific content areas and professional development topics, including: 


Assessments


Corrections education


English as a second language


Family literacy


Health literacy


Learning disabilities


Policy and legislation


Program leadership and improvement


Science and numeracy


Technology 


Workforce education

Each of the LINCS special collections offers a comprehensive assortment of materials, resources and Web links for instructors, tutors, program administrators and adult students. 

Go to <http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/collections/collections.html> to learn more about the LINCS special collections or contact Jaleh Behroozi (jbehroozi@nifl.gov <mailto:jbehroozi@nifl.gov>) or Jo Maralit (mmaralit@nifl.gov <mailto:mmaralit@nifl.gov>) at the National Institute for Literacy, 1775 I Street, Suite 730 Washington, DC. 20006.

Student leadership institute

VALUE Inc., an organization devoted to strengthening adult literacy, has scheduled its fourth National Adult Learner Leadership Institute March 8-10 in Washington, D.C.  VALUE is also taking nominations for the annual “Susan Green Award” that recognizes exemplary adult students.

Information about the institute and award is available at <http://www.valueusa.org/>.

Valuable links

The “Equipped for the Future” Web site at the University of Tennessee’s Center for Literacy Studies is the national standards-based educational improvement initiative for adult basic education and English language learning.  At <http://eff.cls.utk.edu>, you will find content standards and a rich collection of supporting products to guide adult learning, instruction and assessment.  The Web site brings together resources for adult students, adult educators and anyone interested in the quality and results of adult literacy programs. 

The back issues of News to Use are indexed on KYAE’s Web site, <http://adulted.state.ky.us/>.  Click on “Announcements.”  
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