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Definition of Formative Assessment (CCSSO 2007)

“Formative Assessment is a process used by teachers and students during instruction that provides feedback to adjust engaging teaching and learning to improve students’ achievement of intended instructional outcomes.”

Central to this definition are several important ideas.
   First, formative assessment is not a test, assessment, or quiz given at the end of a learning period, but rather an ongoing process of collecting evidence of student learning in order to inform teaching and learning next steps. In other words, formative assessment is only worth engaging in if there is still an opportunity to influence learning. At the end of a chapter or unit it is too late (note this is somewhat of an over-simplification since identifying areas of need at the end of a unit may influence subsequent instruction, but it is not the heart of formative assessment).


   Second, the idea of “during instruction” can mean both literally during a class period as students and teachers are engaged in a learning activity, and also more broadly, during an instructional sequence that may span several weeks. In the case of the former, a teacher may plan instructional adjustments between lessons. In either case, a
teacher can make adjustments to the instructional plans to account for
students’ current understanding and to support them moving closer to
the intended learning goals.


   Third, the process of formative assessment includes both students and teachers in the collection and consideration of evidence of learning; formative assessment is not something teachers do to students, but rather with students. 


Attributes of Effective Assessment for Learning

I. Learning goals
II. Criteria for Success
III. Tasks and Activities that Elicit Evidence of Student Learning
IV. Questioning Strategies that Elicit Evidence of Student Learning
V. Feedback loops during questioning
VI. Descriptive Feedback VII. Peer-Assessment VIII. Self-Assessment
IX. Collaboration
X. Using Evidence to Inform Instruction

Adapted from: Heritage, M. (2012). “Using Formative Assessment Rubrics and Observation Protocols to Support Professional Reflection on Practice.” Prepared for Formative Assessment for Teachers and Students (FAST) State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards (SCASS) of the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO).
