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Council approves statewide enrollment goal, GED regulation
At its March 21 meeting, the Council on Postsecondary Education approved KYAE’s 2005-06 statewide enrollment goal of 125,000 students, which includes county programs, corrections, and Workforce Alliance.  The full text of the enrollment goal agenda item is available at agenda item.

KYAE is analyzing data to determine county enrollment goals and funding levels and is negotiating NRS performance measures with the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education.   This information for 2005-06 will be released as soon as final decisions have been made.

Adult educators are reminded that the National Assessment of Adult Literacy and Kentucky Assessment of Adult Literacy results will be available in late summer 2005.  The new literacy data will potentially demonstrate a change in the percentage of Kentuckians at the two lowest levels of literacy in the counties.  Applying the funding formula to the new literacy data and the latest census data may result in changes to base funding for the 2006-07 fiscal year.

The Council also approved an amended GED eligibility requirements regulation for filing with the Legislative Research Commission.  The amended regulation recognizes the GED Secondary Program and includes a 90-day waiting period for students 16-19 years of age before becoming eligible to test.  The agenda item is available on the Council’s Web site.  KYAE will inform adult educators when the regulation has been finalized.

Administrative update

Fiscal reminders

Adult education providers should be aware that:

· April 29, 2005, is the deadline for submitting budget amendments.

· 2004-05 funds are to be expended within the current fiscal year.  Items and services to be delivered after June 30, 2005, may not be purchased with 2004-05 grant funds.  Funds not expended by June 30 do not carry over to the new fiscal year.

Audits begin

KYAE’s 2005 auditing of county adult education programs is underway in 55 counties.  In eight counties, auditors are reviewing action taken based on past audit findings; in the other 47 counties, comprehensive audits are being conducted.  Programs being audited have been notified. 

At the conclusion of the audits, all adult education programs will have been audited in three years.  The Commonwealth’s Auditor of Public Accounts office is conducting the audits, which are expected to be completed by early June.  

New KYAE staff member

Michele Koziol has joined KYAE as an associate in administrative services.  She is filling the position left vacant by Tim Bennett’s transfer in January.  Most recently Michele worked in the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet, Division of Water, where she was a grants administrator.  She has a bachelor’s degree in organizational management from Midway College.

Michele can be reached at (502) 573-1555, ext. 250, or Michele.Koziol@ky.gov.

Quarterly mileage rate

The Finance Cabinet has announced that the April 1-June 30, 2005, mileage reimbursement rate is 35 cents per mile.  Information is available at http://finance.ky.gov/internal/travel/.

ESL update

ESLOA removed from assessment list 

Effective July 1, 2005, the English as a Second Language Oral Assessment (ESLOA) will no longer be recognized by KYAE.  KYAE informed adult educators on April 20, 2004, that ESLOA would possibly be eliminated from the list of approved assessments and advised providers at that time to adopt one of the other KYAE-approved ESL assessments.

Approved assessments are listed in the KYAE Policy and Procedures manual available at www.kyae.ky.gov on the Policies page.

CASAS training planned 

Are you interested in sending an ESL instructor to a one-day training workshop on the CASAS ESL?   

This workshop is required for any adult education instructor who administers the CASAS ESL.  The workshop will be offered in Fayette county on a to-be-determined date between April 21 and May 20.  To help KYAE determine the best training date, please take a moment to answer a brief survey on www.kyvae.org.  It can be found in the KYAE Program Directors Group.  To access the group, follow the instructions below.

1. Go to www.kyvae.org and Login.

2. Under the Community Groups heading, select the KYAE Program Directors Group.

3. From the Group's Welcome page, click on the Content tab.

4. Click on the survey titled ESL Learners, Enrollments, and the ESL Specialist.

5. Click on the Submit button to complete the process, or if you can't finish the survey at once, click on the Save Answers button and access it later.

6. Logout of www.kyvae.org .

If you have trouble accessing the survey, please contact Leah Disponett at Leah.Disponett@ky.gov or by phone (502) 573-5114, ext. 116.  Please complete the survey no later than Wednesday, April 13, 2005.
Recognition luncheon on April 26

KYAE’s celebratory luncheon to recognize contracting agents for their support of adult education is scheduled for 12:45 p.m. April 26 at the Galt House, Cochran Room, in Louisville.  Invitations were sent to each program’s fiscal agent (in most cases, a school superintendent or college president) and to adult education program directors.  Up to three people from each county program are invited to attend.  If your county has not responded, please contact Melissa Wireman at Melissa.Wireman@ky.gov or (502) 573-5114, ext. 128, by April 15.  Join us as we celebrate the outstanding work of adult education programs across the Commonwealth.

Robert Curry accepts new position
KYAE Workforce Associate Robert Curry will become the executive director of the Bluegrass State Skills Corporation (BSSC) on April 16.  During Robert’s four-year tenure with KYAE, he has been instrumental in the remarkable growth of the workforce education program.  Through the Workforce Alliance, KYAE has maintained an important relationship with BSSC, which is part of the Cabinet for Economic Development.  Robert’s KYAE colleagues look forward to working with him in his new role.

Until further notice, adult educators in Robert’s counties may contact Stuart Johnston at (502) 573-5114, ext. 105, or Stuart.Johnston@ky.gov for assistance with workforce education needs.

KEC fax number correction

Adult educators should immediately send all Kentucky Employability Certificate (KEC) applications to the following secured fax number: (502) 696-5200.  

An incorrect fax number was inadvertently included on a KYAE form distributed in February 2005.  If you submitted a KEC application after February 1, 2005, please contact Beth Roberts at KCTCS to ensure it was received.  Beth can be reached at (859) 256-3237 or kctcs.kec@kctcs.edu.

KYAE apologizes for any inconvenience.  If you have further questions, please contact Erika Larson of KYAE at (502) 573-5114, ext. 104, or Erika.Larson@ky.gov. 

Regional meetings in May

Mark your calendars for KYAE regional meetings:  May 17, Thomas and King Leadership and Conference Center at Georgetown College, Georgetown; and May 19, Owensboro Community and Technical College Southeast Campus, Owensboro.  Watch News to Use and e-mail for further information.

Education at Work scholarships available 
GED graduates are eligible to apply for the $500 Education at Work Scholarship provided by the Education Cabinet.  The deadline for submitting applications is April 28.  Application materials and information are available at www.educationcabinet.ky.gov.  If you have questions regarding the scholarship, please e-mail Wynee Hecker in the Office of Communications, Education Cabinet, at Wynee.Hecker@ky.gov or call  (502) 564-6606.

GEDTS seeks award nominations 

The GED Testing Service is seeking nominations for the Cornelius P. Turner Award, which annually honors a GED graduate who has made outstanding contributions to society in education, justice, health, public service or social welfare.  

Nomination eligibility information and forms are posted at http://www.kyae.ky.gov/2005_Turner_Award.pdf.

Call for presenters

KYAE’s annual conference for all adult educators is scheduled for September 19-21 at the new Marriott Louisville Downtown.  The conference is co-sponsored by the Kentucky Association of Adult and Continuing Education and the Kentucky Institute for Family Literacy.  

KYAE is seeking conference presentation proposals; information is available at www.kyae.ky.gov.  The deadline for proposals is May 31.  

Indiana Chamber of Commerce focuses on KYAE

The Indiana Chamber of Commerce features KYAE’s success in workforce education in its March/April 2005 issue of BizVoice, a chamber publication.  The article features extensive quotes from Dr. Cheryl King and provides information on the SkillMobiles, Workforce Alliance, employer partnerships and the Kentucky Employability Certificate.  Read the article online at http://www.indianachamber.com/BizVoice/2005/Mar/WorkforceLiteracy.pdf. 

Research on low literacy readers

A Pfizer-funded study found that lower literacy Web users exhibit radically different online reading behaviors than higher literacy users.  Lower literacy Web users tend to “plow” text, or read word for word and line for line, rather than scanning text.  As a result they miss page elements due to a narrower field of view.  Read about the study at http://www.useit.com/alertbox/20050314.html.

PD update

Family literacy

Through a partnership with Penn State World Campus, KYAE will provide tuition for 10 adult educators to enroll in “Interactive Literacy: Parents and Children (ADTED 497D),” which examines the development of language and literacy skills in young children with an emphasis on how low-literate and non-English speaking parents can help their children.  The course syllabus may be found at https://courses.worldcampus.psu.edu/welcome/adted497dsu05/.

The course may be applied toward meeting the requirements of the Certificate in Family Literacy, which is a collaboration between the Goodling Institute for Research in Family Literacy at Penn State and the National Center for Family Literacy.  More information about the courses and certificate is available at www.worldcampus.psu.edu/pub/famlt/.

Classes for the summer session begin on May 25 with an orientation.  If you are interested in registering for either of the courses, contact Dr. Sandra Kestner at Sandra.Kestner@ky.gov by April 15.  Priority will be given to adult educators who successfully completed a previous Penn State World Campus family literacy course.

Early childhood

The Kentucky Department of Education has announced training sessions on “Using the Creative Curriculum” on April 22-23 and June 10.  The training includes sessions on infants and toddlers and preschoolers.  Space is limited to the first 50 registrants.  

KYAE selected for ESL capacity-building initiative

KYAE was selected to participate in the Center for Applied Linguistics ESL capacity-building initiative to help states provide systematic, effective and quality professional development for ESL professionals.  The Kentucky team involved in this effort consists of Dr. Sandra Kestner and Joyce Bullock of KYAE, Maurice White of the Adult Education Leadership Academy, and Celeste Goodwin of Jefferson County Public Schools Adult and Continuing Education.  

Spotlight on LINCS

If you’re looking for information on workforce education, check out the Southern LINCS new workforce education special collection index.  At this link you will find the A-Z of workforce education resources.

Newspaper features Fayette ESL

La Voz de Kentucky, a Spanish-language newspaper, recently featured an ESL class provided by Central Kentucky Tech Adult Education in Fayette County.  Students in the class report a new sense of independence as a result of the instruction.  They cite taking their children to the doctor without an interpreter and helping their children with homework as two examples of how their lives have changed as they have learned English.  

Frequently asked questions

Q: Can my program administer the COMPASS and count these students as enrollment only, code 15?

A: To count students as assessment only (code 15), you must administer an approved assessment.  (See the AERIN data manual, Appendix A, KYAE Program Types, at http://adulted.state.ky.us/AERIN/FY05_AErin_Data_Manual.doc.)  Per the announcement in the March issue of News to Use, COMPASS is not an approved assessment.

