
	Glossary


	Advancement
	Learner advanced from one educational functioning level to the next, based on the learners’ performance.

	Aggregation, or Data aggregation
	The process of combining reports from one level of administration into a single report at the next (e.g., combining local program reports into one statewide report).

	Alternative assessment
	Procedures and techniques used as an alternative to traditional testing.  The focus tends to be on individual student growth over time, rather than comparing students with one another.

	Assessment
	Methods of measuring student progress, including standardized testing, teacher judgment, and student reports.

	Class Level
	The educational functioning level in which students are placed.

	Contact hours
	Hours of instruction or instructional activity the learner receives from the program.  Instructional activity includes any program-sponsored activity designed to promote student learning in the program curriculum such as classroom instruction, assessment, tutoring, or participation in a learning lab.

	Data forms
	A written or electronic document for collecting student information.

	Data items
	Individual questions or pieces of information contained on data forms.

	Descriptive measures
	For the purposes of the NRS, descriptive measures may include student:  demographics, educational status, and goals.

	Earn a high school diploma or achieve a GED certificate
	Obtaining a state accredited secondary diploma or passing the General Educational Development (GED) Tests.

	Educational gain
	Learner completes or advances one or more educational functioning levels from starting level measured on entry into the programs.

	Employed
	Learners who work as paid employees, work in their own business or farm, or who work 15 hours or more per week as unpaid workers on a farm or in a business operated by a member of the family.  Also included are learners who are not currently working, but who have jobs or businesses from which they are temporarily absent.

	English as a Second Language programs
	Programs for limited English proficient students have a focus on improving English communication skills such as speaking, reading, writing, and listening.

	Enter employment
	The learner obtains full- or part-time paid employment before the end of the first quarter after the program exit quarter.

	Enters other education or training program
	The learner enters another education or training program, such as community college, trade school, a four-year college or university, etc.

	Family literacy programs
	A program with a literacy component for parents and children or other intergenerational literacy components.

	GED
	Certificate given to learners who attain passing scores on the General Educational Development (GED) Tests.

	Generalizable
	The extent to which funding can be generalized to other populations or situations.

	Goals
	Information collected at intake about the main reasons that a student enrolled in the adult education program.

	Improved employment
	The learner maintains his or her current employment, but receives an increase in pay, responsibility, or improved job-related skills.

	Level benchmarks
	Guidelines for placing students in educational functioning levels, based on performance on standardized tests.

	Mandatory program
	A local, state, or federal program that requires a student to attend adult education classes. For example welfare, NAFTA, or probation.

	Mandatory students
	Students who are required to attend adult education classes because of their participation in some other local, state, or federal program, including welfare, NAFTA, job training, or probation.  Mandatory students do not include students required to attend classes by their employer.

	NAFTA program
	A federal program to assist workers displaced by the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

	Outcome measures
	For the purposes of the NRS, core and secondary outcomes of adult education include learning gains, advancement to further education and training, credentials obtained, employment, family, and community measures.

	Performance standards
	Numeric levels established for outcome measures in the state plan indicating what proportion of students at each level will achieve each outcome.

	Post-test
	A test administered to a student at regular intervals during a program.  It is usually used to measure advancement in the program.

	Pre-test
	A test administered to a student upon entry into a program.  It is usually used for initial placement.

	Probation
	A situation in which a student is under the supervision of a court and may be required to attend classes.

	Program (or program area)
	The main emphasis of instruction for a set of classes.  Examples of program areas are ABE, GED, workplace literacy, ESL, family literacy, etc.).

	Qualitative data
	Detailed data collected in the form of words or images that is analyzed for description and themes.

	Quantitative data
	Data used to describe trends and relationships among variables.  Analysis of the data entails the use of statistics.

	Reliability
	The extent to which others would arrive at similar results if they studied the same case using the same procedures.

	Researchable question
	A question guiding a study should be related to the purpose of the study and be a question that can realistically be answered.

	Retained employment
	The learner remains employed in the third quarter after the exit quarter.

	Specific academic goal
	A student goal in which the student desires to learn a specific academic skill not covered by any of the other categories (e.g., multiplication, fractions, grammar, etc.).

	Standard, (as in procedures, guidelines, and definitions)
	All states use the same definitions and coding categories for every data element in the NRS.  States follow the same step-by-step instructions on how and when to collect each data element.

	Student performance
	Student attainment formally measured by some assessment method.

	Student record system
	A computerized or paper-based system for keeping track of student attendance, intake information, achievement, and outcomes.

	Student retention
	Student attendance long enough and duration so as to show learning goals.

	TANF
	Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.  A federal welfare program.

	Uniform system for collecting measures
	All states and programs use the same methodology for collecting data on the measures.

	Validity
	The extent to which a research instrument measures what it purports to measure.

	Voluntary students
	Students who attend adult education classes of their own free will; they are not required to attend by any state agency.

	Work-based project learner activity
	A short-term course (at least 12 hours or no more than 30 hours) in which instruction is designed to teach work-based skills and in which the educational outcomes and standards for achievement are specified.

	Workplace literacy programs
	A program designed to improve the literacy skills needed to perform a job and at least partly under the assistance of an employer.


Source:  Measures and Methods for the National Reporting System for Adult Education: Implementation Guidelines, March 2001


