SEPTEMBER 2005 GED UPDATE

GED Eligibility Regulation


The new eligibility regulation went into effect August 25th.   Candidates OPT testing after the August 25th must have a new KYAE-6 form signed by the provider.  The new KYAE-6 form is good for six months.  A candidate must begin testing within six months of taking the Official Practice Test.  After six months, the candidate must return to the authorized provider to retake the OPT and receive a new KYAE-6 form.   The eligibility requirements, KYAE-6 form, and additional demographic questions can be found in the adult educator’s handbook:

http://www.kyae.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/0548E800-7237-45C4-989F-864D3E43C041/0/GED_AE_Handbook_July_2004.pdf
NCES Code


Several providers have been confused about the NCES code on the KYAE-6 form.  At the suggestion of examiners, the code is on the KYAE-6 form so examiners will have it for page 8 of the demographic form.  Every school has a code assigned by the National Center for Education Statistics.  Most providers will only need to know the code for their local high schools.  KYAE has placed a link on our website where the school codes are found.  Should a candidate arrive for testing without the code, you can the code at this link:  

 NCES Search for Public Schools Website

Search tip.  Enter the least amount of information first, e.g., city and state.  If this does not bring up a list with the high school provided, add additional information. 

Home School


The withdrawal date for a home-schooled student to begin the 90-day withdrawal period is the date the student was withdrawn from home school.  There are several Kentucky Department of Education regulations relating to home school including notification to the school district of intent to home school, providing instruction for the number of school days required to complete a term, and maintaining attendance records.   KYAE considers notification to the school district the student is no longer being home schooled during the current term as the official withdrawal date. 

Superintendent’s Waiver


With the wait period reduced to 90 days and four conditions identified for waiver, there should be fewer waivers by superintendents.  The previous regulation required the school district to mail an approval or denial of an exigent circumstance within five days.  The new regulation does not require KYAE be notified of a waiver granted.   Please make a copy of waivers granted and keep in a separate file so we can track. 
GED Secondary Program


The new eligibility regulation also recognizes the GED Secondary Program.  Students enrolled in this in-school GED program have an additional form that must be sent to the scoring center.  Attached is a copy of the form so you will know what to expect.  

Receipt and Return Plans


The plans are due October 1.   The checklist is attached.  Please do not forget to include picking plan directions.  When new materials are received, make a copy of the picking plan.  Check the new materials on the picking plan and label received.  When the materials are returned, initial the picking plan beside each item returned in the column provided.  

Conference Information


If you have not registered for the conference and received a confirmation from Martha Dyer, please remember the deadline is September 12.   After that date, you are responsible for lodging.  


A draft agenda is attached.  The sessions will have to move quickly so we have provided a breakout session to ask any questions at the end of the day.  

**********************************************************************

REMINDERS

Receipt & Return Plans--  October 1

Examiner’s Conference--  October 3-4

January to June, 2006 Test Schedule—December 1

**********************************************************************

