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	Levels of Resource Alignment

Tight Alignment: 
The resource or text sufficiently supports students’ mastery of the concepts and skills within the standard without the need for additional resources. 
                                     [image: C:\Documents and Settings\Dawn Hanzel.CCLD-31A589C282\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\DWHFONVP\MP900439412[1].jpg]

Partial Alignment: 
The resource or text addresses the standard, but additional resources are needed to fill the gaps and teach this standard well and in the necessary depth. 
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No Alignment: 
The resource or text does not cover the standard at all or covers it too poorly for students to gain mastery of the standard. 
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	Confirm Alignment Work

Once resources have been reviewed and scored, ask the following questions:

· How many of the standards are tightly aligned to the resource or textbook?
· How many of the standards are partially aligned or not aligned to the resource?
· Do scores of 2, 1, or 0 predominate?
· Should the resource by retained?   If so, should it be supplemented?

Resources that score mainly 2s

If the resource scores mainly 2s, seek additional resources to support the teaching of those standards in the few instances where alignment is weak.

Resources that score mainly 1s

If a resource scores mainly 1s, but with some degree of tight alignment, or 2s, consider whether or not to continue using it to address a limited set of standards.
If you decide not to use it, seek better resources for the remaining standards.

Resources that score mainly 0s.

If a resource scores mainly 0s and the rest 1s, new resources more closely aligned with standards need to be purchased or developed by your program.

It does not matter how long the resource has been used or how dedicated instructors are to it.  If the resource is not well aligned, it will not help students master the standard.
Standards in Action: Innovations for Standards-Based Education, Unit 1-14, MPR Associates, Inc., Prepared for U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational & Adult Education, 2009.
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Chart for Aligning Resources to Standards - EXAMPLE

	
Determine 
level of alignment:

	
2 = Tight Alignment
1 = Partial Alignment
0 = No Alignment
	Resource #1 – Name and Publisher:
	
	
	

	
	
	Resource #2 – Name and Publisher:
	
	
	

	
	
	Resource #3 – Name and Publisher:
	
	
	




	

	Standards
	Resource #1
	Resource #2
	Resource #3

	
	Chapter and Pages
	Level of Alignment
	Chapter and Pages
	Level of Alignment
	Chapter and Pages
	Level of Alignment

	RL6.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RL7.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, provide an objective summary of the text.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RL8.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

	
	
	
	
	
	


Inspired by Wahlstrom, D. (2002).  Using Data to Improve Student Achievement. Virginia Beach, VA: Successline Publications.

Standards in Action: Innovations for Standards-Based Education, Unit 1-23 Appendix C, MPR Associates, Inc., Prepared for U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational & Adult Education, 2009.
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	1
Standards
	2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity

	RL6.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
	Determine



Provide

	A theme or central idea of text 

A summary of the text
	and how it is conveyed through particular details

Distinct from personal opinions or judgments
	Apply



Understand
	

	RL7.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, provide an objective summary of the text.
	Determine


Analyze 

Provide
	A theme or central idea of a text
Its development

Objective summary of the text
	


Over the course of the text
	Understand


Analyze

Understand
	

	RL8.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
	Determine



Analyze 

Provide
	A theme or central idea of a text

Its development

An objective summary of the text
	



Over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters , setting, and plot
	Apply



Analyze

Understand

	



 (
Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-Based Education, 
Unit 1, 
MPR Associates, Inc., Prepared for U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, 
2009
.
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Chart for Aligning Resources to Standards

	
Determine 
level of alignment:

	
2 = Tight Alignment
1 = Partial Alignment
0 = No Alignment
	Resource #1 – Name and Publisher:
	
	
	

	
	
	Resource #2 – Name and Publisher:
	
	
	

	
	
	Resource #3 – Name and Publisher:
	
	
	




	

	Standards
	Resource #1
	Resource #2
	Resource #3

	
	Chapter and Pages
	Level of Alignment
	Chapter and Pages
	Level of Alignment
	Chapter and Pages
	Level of Alignment

	RL5.3

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

	
	
	
	
	
	

	RL5.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	RL5.6

Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
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Unpacking Chart for Standards
	1
Standards
	2
Skills Included in Standard
	3
Concepts Included in Standard
	4
Through a Particular Context
	5
Cognitive Demand/ Levels of Thinking
	6
Sample Activity

	RL5.3

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
	Compare and Contrast
	Two or more characters, settings, or events 
	In a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact)
	Analyze
	

	RL5.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.
	Determine
	The meaning of words and phrased
	As they are used in a text, including figurative language as metaphors and similes
	Understand
	

	RL5.6

Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
	Describe 
	Point of view
	Narrator, speaker; influences how events are described
	Analyze
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Standards-in-Action: Innovations for Standards-Based Education, 
Unit 1, 
MPR Associates, Inc., Prepared for U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education, 
2009
.
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Numbered Heads Together is a Kagan Structure that meets the needs of a diverse classroom, increases student engagement, promotes active learning, and allows for authentic assessment. It conveys the message that ALL students are valued and can achieve. Use of the structure creates a classroom climate conducive to quality questioning.  (For more information on the work of Dr. Spencer Kagan, go to http://www.kaganonline.com/about_us.php.)

STEPS FOR NUMBERED HEADS TOGETHER

Step 1: Place participants in numbered groups & assign numbers to each group. (In the classroom -- usually 4 to a group; ideally, 1 higher achiever, 1 who may struggle, 2 middle achievers)

Step 2: Assign numbers 1 to 4 to the participants in each group. Each participant has both a group/table number and an individual number.

Step 3: Teacher poses a question/problem.

Step 4: Participants “put their heads together” to discuss the question/problem and to agree on an answer. (Build in “wait time.”) There is an expectation that everyone in the group has to answer following the discussion.

Step 5: Teacher randomly generates a participant number by rolling a die.  All with that number are now alert.

Step 6: Groups have an opportunity to make sure the participant with the selected number can answer the question/problem.

Step 7: Teacher randomly generates a group number by rolling a die.

Step 8: Selected participant from selected group answers.


In one research study focusing on Numbered Heads Together, student failure on content-related tests was virtually eliminated (Maheady, Mallette, & Saccca, 1991, p.31)
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