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Family literacy updates
KYAE wants to thank all providers who attended the August regional meetings, which focused on family literacy. The following reiterates some of the important family literacy information discussed at the regional meetings.

2004-05 family literacy performance indicators
At the regional meetings, adult education providers were given the 2004-05 family literacy indicators, which are posted at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ under “Performance/Research.” The 2004-05 indicators are reflected in the KYAE Policy and Procedures Manual posted at the KYAE Web site under “Policies.”
There are some differences between the 2003-04 and the 2004-05 (current) performance indicators. Pay close attention to performance indicator 4.2, which requires a minimum of four hours per month of facilitated parent-child time.

KYAE received a great deal of helpful input on the proposed 2005-06 family literacy performance indicators. We will continue to involve adult educators as these performance indicators are refined and will keep you informed on the progress.

KIFL
This fiscal year, the Kentucky Institute for Family Literacy is making 64 technical assistance visits to new programs, programs with new directors and programs with low enrollment and/or low performance. Programs identified to receive technical assistance visits will receive letters notifying them and asking them to work with KIFL to schedule a meeting.

Between August 23 and September 17, Clear Channel radio stations across the state are airing a 60-second family literacy radio spot three to four times daily. The spot will run during morning, noon and evening drive times on 85 stations for a total of 6,640 commercials during the campaign. This is a paid advertisement (not a public service announcement) sponsored by KIFL in cooperation with KYAE and the Kentucky Department of Education.
KIFL provided all programs with a CD containing the radio spot as part of the recruitment toolkit for Kentucky family literacy programs. Each toolkit also included:
· A recruitment handbook
· Materials such as posters, bookmarks, postcards and brochures
· A recruitment calendar
· CD with sample PowerPoint presentations
· Certificates
‘Can We Talk?’
The Council on Postsecondary Education will host nine regional meetings to get the public’s input on a variety of issues shaping the future of postsecondary education.
“The success of postsecondary education in the future depends upon our collective efforts today,” said Tom Layzell, president of the Council. “We’re asking members of each community to come prepared to talk to us, to work with us, and engage with us in a long-term relationship to develop a better educated workforce in tune to the needs of their communities and region.”
Layzell said the regional meetings provide an opportunity for citizens to inform the statewide initiatives that will be developed for the state’s public colleges and universities.
Dates and locations of the forums are listed at 2004-05 CPE Strategic Planning Process Regional Forums. Participants should attend the forum that is being held for the county in which they reside. If you can’t attend a regional forum, watch News to Use for information about how you can submit written comments through CPE’s Web site.

Report personnel changes
Adult education providers must report personnel changes to KYAE on a revised personnel worksheet and update AERIN within 10 days of changes. Worksheets are available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/Forms.htm. Please submit these to Melissa Wireman at Melissa.Wireman@ky.gov.
KYAE will compare invoices with personnel worksheets and may withhold payment if personnel records are not up to date.
The value of a GED
A column on the value of a GED written by Dr. Cheryl King appeared in the Owensboro Messenger Inquirer on September 5. It’s available at http://www.messenger-inquirer.com/opinion/inmyview/7554818.htm. The column has also been submitted to several other daily newspapers in Kentucky and will also be shared with weekly newspapers.

Christian County program profiled in newspaper
The Christian County Adult Education program was highlighted in a special newspaper supplement as one of the five most successful programs of the local board of education. The supplement, which was included in the August 31 issue of the Kentucky New Era, contained three articles about adult education and several photos.
In a letter to the community, Superintendent Dr. Bob Lovingood wrote, “…your public schools are directly involved with adult education and the non-traditional student. The number of adults we are reaching and the prestigious national awards we have earned would indicate that we are making a difference.” Bev Thomson is the adult education program director in Christian County.

KYAE marketing campaign
KYAE is analyzing the response to its media campaign that just ended. If you tracked calls during the month-long campaign, please forward your results ASAP to Janet Hoover at Janet.Hoover@ky.gov.

Professional development funding
This fiscal year, adult education programs will receive two percent of the adult education funding allocation (core services/family literacy and corrections funding) for professional development. Please refer to the revised PD policy posted September 1, 2004, for appropriate use of funds. The following information may help you as you plan for professional development needs of your staff:
· PD allocations may be used only for KYAE approved activities (refer to Policy and Procedures Handbook) unless approved by Dr. Sandra Kestner. Guidelines used to review requests are available at Guidelines for Approving Local Professional Development.
· KYAE will pay the registration fee for all KYAE-funded staff to attend the 2004 American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE) Conference in Louisville on November 3-6. The registration will not be billed to your program, but paid directly by KYAE. Your PD allocation may be used for travel, hotel accommodations and any meals not covered during the conference in compliance with state regulations and policies.
· KYAE will pay the registration fee for one family literacy staff person to attend the National Family Literacy Conference to be held in Louisville on April 25-27, 2005. The registration fee will be paid directly by KYAE. Your PD allocation may be used for travel, hotel accommodations and any meals not covered during the conference in compliance with state regulations and policies.
· Although you may earn PD credit for the national conferences listed in your PD Handbook, you may not use your PD allocation to pay expenses to out-of-state conferences. You may use your performance incentive funds (formerly “rewards”) to pay expenses to conferences out-of-state.
PD Connections
A special edition of the PD Connections newsletter is available at August 2004 Special Edition--Planning for Professional Development. This newsletter focuses on planning for professional development and includes helpful information on the required Individual Professional Development Plan and other PD-related issues.

One more day of computer-based OPT training
The last scheduled GED Official Practice Test (PTC) PC training will be September 23 at the KYAE offices in Frankfort. Participants must register with Leah Disponett by filling out the PD Registration form and sending it by e-mail to Leah.Disponett@ky.gov or by fax (502) 573-5436. There will be a session from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and one from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Participants need to attend only one half-day session. Please specify which session you plan to attend on the registration form.

KYAE has purchased a statewide user’s license for the computer-based OPT. One instructor from each county may attend the software training, except for the following counties: Jefferson, up to five instructors; Fayette, up to three instructors; Daviess, McCracken, Pike and Warren, up to two. The computer-based OPT manual and CD will be released only to workshop attendees (one manual and CD per county except as noted). You must have this training in order to receive your copy of the software.

KADE conference set
The Kentucky Association of Developmental Education has scheduled its conference for November 19-20 at Northern Kentucky University. Watch www.geocities.com/KADE0001/ for registration information.

Policy manual reminder
The most up-to-date KYAE Policy and Procedure Manual is always posted at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ under “Policies” and “Forms/Resources.” Revision dates are noted on the cover.

Resources for postsecondary education
GoHigherKy.org is a new online resource to serve students from middle school through college, parents and adults. It includes modules about adult education, financial aid, online applications, career exploration, selecting a campus and other college and career planning needs. There is a section dedicated to counselors. More than 30 similar sites are in use around the country.

The Web site is a collaborative effort that includes the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA), KYAE, CPE and other organizations.

Benefits for students include:
· Understanding educational opportunities in Kentucky.
· Planning to meet all admissions requirements.
· Secure, private, multiuse portfolio.
· Exploring and selecting the campuses best matching their needs and interest.
· Online admissions and financial aid applications.
· Understanding financial aid.
· Educational and career planning.
· Direct communication among students, campuses and financial aid providers.
Counselors and teachers will find:
· Accurate information on college entrance requirements.
· Key contacts and facts, with access to a student’s planning if the student grants approval.
· Expansion to include online letters of recommendation and electronic signatures to authenticate counselors’ and teachers’ identities.
Check out GoHigherKY.org and send comments to publications@kheaa.com.

KHEAA also has a helpful publication, “Adults Returning to School.” For copies, e-mail Susan Hopkins of KHEAA at Shopkins@kheaa.com. The publication is also posted online at http://kheaa.com/serv_pubs.html.
KHEAA has outreach counselors who can visit adult education centers and talk with students. Contact information is available at KHEAA Outreach.

GED regulations
Program directors were recently sent information about proposed changes to GED regulations, including a revised KYAE-6 form. Please continue to use the current form until you are notified that the revised form has been approved - this could take two to three months. The current form is available at GED Testing Application Form.
New workforce associate regions
KYAE has realigned regions for the five Workforce Associates. The new regions and contact information are available at Workforce Associates' Area Map.

AIR provides assistance to KYAE
KYAE is developing a new model for program review and continuous improvement. To support this effort, KYAE applied for assistance from the American Institute for Research (AIR). Kentucky’s application, written by Dr. Sandra Kestner of KYAE, was one of five chosen. The other participating locales are Alabama, Missouri, Washington and Washington D.C.

Through September 30, Peggy Seufert of AIR will provide consultation and advice on developing desk reviews, one element of the overall program review and continuous improvement model.

Learning prescription popular feature
Adult educators who have attended training on the computer-based GED Official Practice Test (OPT) are giving high marks to the new tool, especially the learner prescription individualized for each test-taker.
Dwain Van Vactor, a Harcourt Achieve/Steck-Vaughn consultant, says the prescription can be crosswalked to the TABE, providing adult educators with an even more robust teaching tool.

For the crosswalk, follow these steps:

Go to www.harcourtachieve.com.
Under the “What are you looking for?” drop-down menu at the top of the page, click on “Correlations.”
Then click on the “Correlations Search” link (in the middle of the page).
Under “Directions,” click on “View All Adult Correlations”.
Scroll and choose TABE Correlations for the needed version (A, D, M, L and E) or GED OPT Test correlation for needed version (PA, PB, PC, PD and PE).

Dwain’s e-mail is dwain.vanvactor@harcourt.com and phone number is (800) 782-2512, ext. 333-6033.
Byrd Scholarship recipients
Five GED graduates are recipients of scholarships through the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program. The scholarships are awarded to students who “demonstrate outstanding academic achievement and show promise of continued academic achievement.”
This year’s GED winners were:
Melanie D. Garciarojas, Hardin County
Melanie is a German native who met her husband, Javier, while he was stationed with the U.S. Army in her home of Schweinfurt. They married and moved to the United States in 1999, and Melanie decided to pursue the GED. She earned the highest score in the state on the GED exam for 2003. She has enrolled in college at Elizabethtown Community and Technical College and plans to pursue a bachelor's degree in psychology at Western Kentucky University.
Valora C. Gerson, Pulaski County
Valora, a single mother of three children, had only 11 years of formal education and wanted to complete her education to better provide for her family. After being out of the classroom for six years, she enrolled in the GED program at the Pulaski Adult Education Center. She earned her GED in November 2002 and transitioned into Somerset Community College in January 2003. She is majoring in elementary education.

Sara Ann Guerra, Ohio County
Sara is married and has two children. She plans to go to Owensboro Community and Technical College in the spring semester. Her goal is to enter the nursing program.

Joey A. Issacs, Madison County
Joey dropped out of school at 17 and had worked at Speedway for seven years when he entered the Madison County adult education program. He did very well on the TABE D, and scored a composite 3780 on the GED Practice Test. Seeing his potential, Joey’s instructors asked if he had plans for college. He had never considered college because he was sure he could never afford it. After scoring a 3520 on the GED exam, with perfect scores in Math and L/A Reading, the Madison County program helped him with the scholarship application process. He is enrolled at Eastern Kentucky University.

Heather N. Wenning, Kenton County
No information was available for Heather N. Wenning at posting time.
The Byrd Scholarship provides up to $1,500 per year for a total of four years. To qualify for the Byrd Scholarship, GED graduates must have a minimum composite score of 2700 and be recommended by an adult education provider.

Dr. B.J. Helton will notify providers of the Byrd Scholarship application process after the first of the year. KYAE’s goal is to increase the number of GED graduates applying for and receiving these prestigious scholarships.

Early childhood forums set
Eleven community forums will provide opportunities for citizens to contribute input on Kentucky's plan for early childhood development.

In September 2000, the state Early Childhood Development Authority adopted the KIDS NOW 20-Year Comprehensive Task Force report as Kentucky's early childhood plan. This state plan is based on the broad vision that all young children in Kentucky are healthy and safe, possess the foundation that will enable school and personal success, and live in strong families that are supported and strengthened within their communities.
Kentucky has received an Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Grant, which provides the opportunity to review the early childhood state plan. Public input is being sought through the regional forums. The schedule is available at Kentucky Department of Education Early Childhood Forums.

Additions to News to Use  distribution list
KYAE is currently sending the electronic News to Use to program directors listed on the 2004-05 grant cover page. If you would like others in your program to receive the e-newsletter, please reply and send their e-mail addresses.

Another new provider
The Bourbon County Board of Education is the new adult education provider for Nicholas County. The board also is the provider in Bourbon County.
Nicholas is the seventh county to have a new fiscal agent for the 2004-05. The other new providers were reported in the August issue of News to Use.

Report shows big drop in reading
A report from the National Endowment for the Arts says the number of non-reading adults increased by more than 17 million between 1992 and 2002. Only 47 percent of American adults read "literature" (poems, plays, narrative fiction) in 2002, a drop of 7 points from a decade earlier. Those reading any book at all in 2002 fell to 57 percent, down from 61 percent.

The likely culprits, according to the report: television, movies and the Internet.  More information is available at http://msnbc.msn.com/id/5389382/.

Workplace essential skills curriculum group
Facilitated by Don Howerton, KYAE Associate for Workforce Education, this group is for program directors and workplace essential skill (WES) instructors. The WES curriculum group is a reservoir for curriculum materials, a source of innovative ideas and techniques and an information source.
Enrollment information is available at http://www.kyvae.org/Courses/Courses.asp?PID=144.

ESL training
ESL training sessions have been scheduled for adult educators engaged with non-native English speakers in adult education.

The schedule follows; for registration information, see http://www.kyvae.org/Courses/Courses.asp?PID=144.
· September 24 - Orientation to ESL: Kentucky Adult Education, Frankfort
· October 21 - Beginning & Intermediate ESL Methodology: Boone County Adult Education Center
· October 22 - Intermediate & Advanced ESL Methodology: Carroll County Adult Education Center
· November 18 - Beginning & Intermediate ESL Lesson Planning: Christian County Adult Education Center
· November 19 - Intermediate & Advanced Lesson Planning: Green County Adult Education Center
· February 4 - ESL in the Workplace: Pulaski County
· February 25 - Intermediate & Advanced ESL Lesson Planning: Calloway County
New report includes case studies of one-stop workforce centers
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has released a case study of seven one-stop centers. The report identifies barriers and best practices of effectively serving TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) recipients through one-stop programs. The report is available at http://aspe.os.dhhs.gov/hsp/WIA-centers-site-visits04/.
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