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Policy updates

Since the release of the revised policy manual on July 1, 2005, KYAE has received the following questions and requests for clarifications.  Please continue to send questions to Janet.Hoover@ky.gov ; through News to Use, KYAE will share answers.

Q:  The policy manual says a TABE Locator is required before administering the Workplace TABE – I don’t think this is accurate. (Assessment, page 10)

A: KYAE consulted with McGraw-Hill, the TABE vendor, and confirmed that the TABE Locator is not required before administering the Workplace TABE.  KYAE has removed this requirement from the policy manual, p. 11, and thanks Patti Markwell of Hart and Meade counties for bringing this issue to our attention.

Q:  Why is the TABE Locator required when an orientation/interview with the student provides me with enough information to determine which level of the TABE to administer? (Assessment, page 10.)

A:  Use of the TABE Locator is a McGraw-Hill requirement.  KYAE has been informed by McGraw-Hill that a guide for using the locator is being developed.  KYAE will distribute the guide through e-mail and www.kyae.ky.gov.

Q:  The revised policy manual contains the following statement (Enrollment, page 9):  “Virtual learners must complete a KYAE-approved assessment and meet eligibility requirements prior to accessing online courses.” How do I comply with this when people are accessing online courses from home, the library, etc.?

A:  When a student accesses online courses, an e-mail is sent to the learning center.  An instructor at the learning center should contact the student.  Before the student can enroll in adult education and be counted as an enrollment for a county, the student must take an approved eligibility assessment and be in compliance with eligibility requirements (Assessment, page 10).   

Adult educators should monitor the student usage of online products.  If a student has not taken an assessment, KYAE can restrict access to online products upon the request of an adult educator.  To request restricted access, contact the Pomeroy help desk at (502) 573-5114, ext. 370.

KYAE is examining options for enhancing the ability to ensure online products are being used only by eligible students.  Options include:

· Allowing students to access an online course on a “trial basis” for a set number of hours before taking a mandatory assessment at a learning center for eligibility.  

· Allowing students to access a sampling of the PLATO and/or WIN curriculum before taking a mandatory assessment at a learning center for eligibility.

Send your comments on these options to Janet.Hoover@ky.gov by August 30.

Register for KYAE conference – now!

The 2005 KYAE conference is right around the corner and now is the time to register.  The registration form is at www.kyae.ky.gov in the “What’s New” column.   The conference is co-sponsored by KYAE and KAACE.  

KYAE will provide the $150 registration fee for adult educators who attend the conference, which is September 19-21 at the Kentucky International Convention Center, Louisville.  PD funds may be used for lodging and meals.  

Adult educators will earn one professional development unit (PDU) for attending the conference and one PDU for the preconference.  (Please note that professional development requirements have changed – full-time staff must earn 8 PDUs annually, and part-time must earn 2 PDUs.  For an explanation of PDUs, see the 2005-06 PD Handbook at Professional Development Handbook: A New Framework for Learning.) 

For the first time ever, the conference will be held in conjunction with the Council on Postsecondary Education Governor’s Trusteeship Conference, which is September 18 and 19 at the same property.  Governor Ernie Fletcher is expected to speak at a joint luncheon for conference attendees.  

Conference topics will include family literacy, adult basic education, transition to postsecondary, GED, disabilities, corrections, data collection, integrating technology and others.

PLEASE NOTE – KYAE will not pay cancellation fees, KAACE membership fees or conference “no shows.”  Adult educators who register and do not attend without canceling by the deadline stated on the registration form will be responsible for paying the $150 registration fee without using KYAE funds.

Professional development update

Family Literacy Certificate

Through a partnership with Penn State World Campus (PSWC), KYAE will provide tuition and course textbooks for 12 adult educators to enroll in “Introduction to Adult Education (ADTED 460),” which examines the history, methods, agencies, program areas and problems of adult education in the United States and selected countries.  

This course may be applied toward the PSWC Family Literacy Certificate, which is a collaboration between the Goodling Institute for Research in Family Literacy at Penn State and the National Center for Family Literacy.

Classes for the fall semester begin on September 9 with an orientation to the online environment.  If you are interested in registering for this course, contact Sandra Kestner at Sandra.Kestner@ky.gov by August 12.  Priority will be given to adult educators who are currently enrolled in the certificate program and have successfully completed previous courses.

Program Leadership workshop

KYAE is offering a two-part Program Leadership workshop (formerly called Orientation to Program Management) in August and September.  This workshop is mandatory for new program directors and open to others who are interested.   Whether you are new to adult education or an experienced director, this training is designed to help you become a more efficient program director.

Part One, Orientation to Program Management, is scheduled for August 30; Part Two, Why Leadership Matters, is scheduled for September 26 and 27.  All sessions will be in Frankfort at the Hampton Inn, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  New program directors are required to attend all three dates.  

The training will help program directors to:

· Understand emerging issues transforming adult education

· Recognize key budget and invoicing principles

· Identify challenges and solutions to recruiting, hiring and evaluating staff

· Understand contractual responsibilities

· Report, interpret and use data to meet performance outcomes 

· Recognize multiple strategies to reach and serve more learners

· Anticipate management challenges

· Understand the role of professional development in program improvement

· Discover ways to recruit more students

To register, submit a PD registration form to Sandra.Kestner@ky.gov  or by fax at (502) 573-5436 no later than August 17.

Introduction to TABE

KYAE has developed a new workshop to help adult educators learn to use the TABE assessment. The workshop is recommended for instructors who have not used the TABE or who have only brief exposure to the tool. 

Attendees will be introduced to:

· TABE resources 

· Using the Locator

· Completing and using the Diagnostic Profile

· Scoring the TABE test

· Conveying the results to students
· TABE testing accommodations

· Additional testing tips 
The workshop will be offered at the following times and locations.  To register, submit a PD registration form to Joyce.Bullock@ky.gov .

· August 22, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Frankfort, KYAE-CPE offices, 1024 Capital Center Drive, Room A (third floor); registration deadline August 15.

· September 12, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Lexington, Bluegrass Community Technical College (formerly Central Kentucky Technical College), Building B, Room 100C; registration deadline September 5.
Other August workshops

· August 10-11, Foundations in Family Literacy, Hilton Garden Inn, Louisville

· August 17 , CASAS Follow-Up (for those who attended the spring CASAS training), Lexington 

· August 18, ESL Methodology I, Frankfort

· August 19, Methodology II, Frankfort

PD Handbook:  A New Framework for Success

The 2005-06 PD Handbook is now available online at Professional Development Handbook: A New Framework for Learning.  The handbook outlines professional development unit (PDU) requirements and the many options of meeting those requirements.  The PD Handbook is to be used as adult educators put together Individual Professional Development Plans for the current year.

PD funding

For 2005-06, the professional development allocation for county providers is the same amount as the 2004-05 allocation.

New GED eligibility regulation finalized

The amended GED Eligibility Regulation, 785 KAR 1:130, has been approved and will become effective August 25.  Please delete copies of the old regulation, draft regulation, old KYAE-6 form and the draft revised KYAE-6 form on August 20.  On that date, KYAE will post the new regulation, summary of changes and the new KYAE-6 form at www.kyae.ky.gov .  Begin using the new KYAE-6 form for test sessions after August 25.   

New providers selected 

Through an open RFP process, two new county fiscal agents have been selected.  

Big Sandy Community and Technical College (BSCTC) was selected as the fiscal agent for Floyd County.  BSCTC is the current provider for Johnson County.  The David School voluntarily relinquished the Floyd County adult education grant.  

The Kentucky Educational Development Cooperative (KEDC) is the fiscal agent for adult education in Mercer County.  KEDC currently provides adult education services in Carter, Elliott, Greenup, Lincoln, Martin and Menifee counties.  

When adult education contracts are up for bid, federal law requires an open and competitive process for applying for adult education funding.  Grant opportunities are advertised by KYAE in local and regional newspapers, on the KYAE Web site and through e-mail to current providers and other interested parties.  Proposals are reviewed by a team of three expert readers who make a team recommendation on approving or denying the application.

OVAE approves performance measures

As announced in July News to Use, the Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), U.S. Department of Education, has approved KYAE’s 2005-06 performance measures for core indicators.  The performance measures are determined through a negotiation process between KYAE and OVAE.  The measures, available at www.kyae.ky.gov (Performance/Accountability page, Core Indicator Performance Measures), are reflected in 2005-06 contracts.  

At the state level, KYAE is held accountable for meeting these performance measures, which OVAE uses to determine eligibility for federal incentive funding.  Beginning this fiscal year, KYAE will track the employment indicators through a data match with wage records.  As discussed during May 2005 provider meetings, because of the time lag in data matching, KYAE will not use the employment indicators in determining eligibility for incentive funding.  However, it is extremely important for adult educators to continue to mark these goals for students as appropriate and concentrate on achieving the measures to ensure Kentucky will be eligible for federal incentive funding.  

Mathematics Achievement Steering Committee

KYAE has asked Kathryn Hardman of Laurel County and S.J. Hollon of Breathitt County to represent adult educators on the Mathematics Achievement Steering Committee.  This statutory committee is charged with “… developing a multi-faceted strategic plan to improve student achievement in mathematics at all levels of schooling….”

Adult educators who have particular concerns, issues or ideas are invited to share them by contacting Kathryn or S.J. at:

· Kathryn Hardman, (606) 878-9134 or lclcky@aol.com 

· S.J. Hollon, (606) 666-7351 or sj.hollon@kentuckyvalley.org 
KYAE staff changes

Linda Pankratz has joined KYAE as a workforce associate providing support for workforce education efforts in Breckinridge, Bullitt, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Grayson, Hardin, Henry, Jefferson, Larue, Marion, Meade, Nelson, Oldham, Owen, Shelby, Spencer, Trimble and Washington counties.  

Linda spent 16 years in the Office of Employment and Training (formerly the Department for Employment Services and Department for Training and ReEmployment) and has a background in employer relations, rapid response services for dislocated workers, labor market information and various other federal and state programs.  
Linda can be reached at (502) 573-5114, ext. 103, or Linda.Pankratz@ky.gov.
Leah Disponett, an administrative secretary in KYAE’s Instruction and Support, accepted a job as an associate in CPE’s Administrative Services.  Most adult educators know Leah through her work in professional development over the past three years.  Although KYAE and adult educators across the Commonwealth will miss her, this is a great promotional opportunity for Leah.  The change was effective August 1.

Conrad Charles, the PLATO project manager, has a new job with an information technology consulting firm in Northern Kentucky.  As he transitioned to his new job, Conrad wanted adult educators to know, “I will not forget all of the hard work and dedication that I experienced while interacting with the adult education providers I visited throughout the state.  I want to thank all of the people I have trained and had contact with during my tenure with KYVAE for helping to make my job so interesting and enjoyable.”

Education at Work scholarships awarded

Five adult education students were among the 34 Kentuckians who received $500 “Education at Work” scholarships from the Kentucky Education Cabinet.  The scholarships were presented by Governor Ernie Fletcher in a ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda on July 21.  Congratulations to the students and adult education programs in Jefferson, Laurel, Nelson, Powell and Rockcastle counties.

Photographs of adult education students attending the ceremony are available at http://educationcabinet.ky.gov/newsroom/photos/2005EducationatWorkScholarship/ and information about them follows:

Leaetta Eaton, 54, of Corbin is studying early childhood education at Somerset Community College.  After losing her job due to a plant closure, Leaetta sought assistance from the Laurel County Adult Education program to prepare for postsecondary education.  In her essay, she wrote, “I didn’t think I would ever have to worry about losing my job.  The best part of this situation was that I had an opportunity to do something that I had never dreamed I could do, and that was going to college.  At first, I just planned on enrolling to receive enough hours to be a teacher’s aide because I didn’t think I was smart enough to go two years to get an associate’s degree.  With the help of my teachers, friends and my advisor, who gave me encouragement I needed, I am almost through my second year of college.”

Katrina Kleiber, 18, of Bardstown plans to study journalism at St. Catherine College.  She studied for her GED at the Nelson County Adult Education program.  In her essay, she wrote, “I have achieved so much because of the Adult Learning Center.  As soon as I put my GED on (job) applications, I had an interview within days…I own my car, I’m saving for an apartment, and I’m getting ready for college.  None of this would have been possible without my school.  They put me on the right track and helped me every step of the way.”  Katrina praised her adult education instructors for preparing her for the GED and boosting her confidence.  “My teachers restored my confidence.  In high school math was my worst subject, but after a few classes, I was teaching others how to divide and multiply fractions.  I figured it I could master the Pythagorean Theorem, I could do anything.”

James Meyer, 20, of Louisville is attending Jefferson Community and Technical College.  James, who studied for his GED at the Jefferson County Adult Education program, had the highest GED score in Kentucky in 2004.  In his essay, he wrote that he is the first person in his family to attend college.  James wrote, “(College) will give me the opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills that will enable me to be the best I can possibly be in the prime of my life.  Attending college will be a challenge, but it is a challenge that I look forward to meeting and moving ahead to reach new goals.”  James wants to earn a medical degree and specialize in psychiatry.

Barbara Mulliken, 37, of Berea is studying nursing at Eastern Kentucky University.  She said the Rockcastle County Adult Education program helped her return to school by preparing her for the ACT and showing her how to apply for student loans.  In her essay, she wrote, “A few days ago, as I was walking to the Education Pays Center from math class, I suddenly realized just how lucky I am.  To think, I am a student at Eastern Kentucky University and some day soon I will have a degree in nursing! At that moment, I realized, I can reach as high as I wish to reach and go as far as I wish to go.”

Maranda Watson, 28, of Stanton is studying nursing at Eastern Kentucky University.  The Powell County Adult Education program helped prepare her for postsecondary education.  In her essay, Watson wrote, “My son is now in school, and I feel like it is my turn now to make all of my dreams come true…With the help of the Powell County Adult Education program, I am now going to be able to fulfill my dreams.  The program assisted me with improving my basic math and writing skills, so that I could take the ACT test and be accepted into a four-year college.”

Demographic form reminder

Please remember to enter the correct six-digit instructional program code on page 8 of the GED demographic form.  The code designates learning centers and allows KYAE to identify best practices.

Adult education makes news

Adult education has been in the news again.  Please send Web links or hard copies of news articles about your program to Janet Hoover at Janet.Hoover@ky.gov or 1024 Capital Plaza Drive, Suite 250, Frankfort KY 40601.

Boyd County

The Ashland Daily Independent carried three recent stories on the Boyd County Adult Education program.  Two stories spotlighted the program’s GED graduation and quoted several graduates and program director Joan Flanery.  Another story promoted the program’s use of the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority mobile outreach service, “College Info Roadshow.”  The Roadshow visited the adult learning center in June.

Daviess County
The Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer reported on Daviess County Adult Education’s family literacy program in the newspaper’s July 24 issue.  The story, which quoted program director Vicki Boyd, featured two sisters who enrolled in family literacy to assist their children in school.  Together, the sisters helped each other earn their GEDs.  The newspaper also featured a story about the Alliance for Education – P-16 Council, which is committed to improving Daviess County literacy.  

Henderson County
The Gleaner, Henderson, recently spotlighted a young father who studied for his GED at the Henderson County Adult Education program.  He credited his infant daughter with motivating him to earn his GED and enroll in postsecondary education.  His wife is also studying for her GED.

Oldham County

The Courier Journal, Louisville, reported on Oldham County Adult Education’s services in the local jail.  The story focused on how education makes a positive difference in the inmates’ lives.  Read the story at http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050720/NEWS0102/507200339&SearchID=73214731058691 .

Grant opportunity available

The Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, www.barbarabushfoundation.com , is accepting applications for
its annual national grant competition.   The deadline is September 9, 2005.  Approximately $650,000 is awarded each year; no grant request should exceed $65,000.

The goal of the grant program is to develop or expand family literacy efforts and support the development of literacy programs that build families of readers.  Funded programs must include reading instruction for parents or primary caregivers, literacy or preliteracy instruction for children, and intergenerational activities in which parents/primary caregivers and children come together to learn and read.  Programs can also include additional components, such as parent support groups, parent involvement, home visits and job training.  

Complete program guidelines, application instructions and information
on previous grant recipients are available at the foundation's Web
site.  For more information, contact Crystal Hurd at (202) 955-6183 or churd@cfncr.org .


Unbridled Spirit logo available

The Commonwealth of Kentucky’s Unbridled Spirit logo is available for download at http://gotsource.ky.gov/dsweb/View/Collection-30705.   Adult education providers may download the logo for use on Web sites and other marketing venues.

Medicare prescription drug plan

KYAE has been asked by the Office of Vocational and Adult Education, U.S. Department of Education, to inform adult educators of the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan.  Information is available on at www.kyae.ky.gov in the “What’s New” column.  More information is also available at 1-800-MEDICARE or www.medicare.gov . 

Valuable links
The Federal Resource for Education Excellence, www.ed.gov/free , is a Web site with hundreds of federally supported teaching and learning resources.  New resources are added each month.  Topics include arts, educational technology, foreign languages, health and safety, language arts, mathematics, physical education, science, social studies and vocational education.

As announced in the July 2005 News to Use, KYAE’s Web site has undergone an “extreme makeover.”  Don’t forget to check it out at www.kyae.ky.gov.  Click on “Adult Education in KY” and explore the many links and resources on this page; you’ll always find the latest news in the “What’s New” column on the far right-hand column.  Also, link to Announcements/News (from the column on the left) to find archived announcements.   KYAE invites your comments and input regarding the revamped site.

